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Dear Friends:
As the world emerged from the depths of the Coronavirus pandemic and a sense of normalcy 
returned to our everyday lives over the past year, the Greater Washington Jewish community 
faced many challenges.

Sadly, our work was dominated by a torrent of antisemitism that touched public spaces, houses 
of worship, residential neighborhoods and most troublingly, far too many schools throughout 
the region.

We met those incidents head on, engaging with elected officials, faith leaders, law enforcement, 
school administrators, parents, teachers, students, and the general public to show that our 
Jewish community will not back down or be intimidated by vile hatred. The Montgomery County 
Board of Education recognized our work by presenting JCRC with its Distinguished Service to 
Public Education Award.

By hiring an assistant director in our education department, the JCRC greatly expanded our 
Student to Student initiative that trains teens to talk with their peers about their Jewish beliefs 
and traditions, while sharing their experiences with antisemitism. We also grew our Maggid 
program, which trains children of Holocaust survivors, or 2G’s, to share their families’ Holocaust 
narratives.

Further, the JCRC:

Continued to expand our interfaith and intergroup partnerships, while deepening existing 
relationships. Most notably, our alliance with members of the Asian American Pacific Islander 
community saw us coordinate a program with a traveling delegation of the AAPI and Jewish 
communities from the San Francisco Bay Area to better understand each other’s heritage, 
shared values and common interests.

Scored numerous legislative victories, highlighted by the adoption of the IHRA definition of 
antisemitism in Virginia and in Montgomery County. We secured critical program funding for 
Jewish agencies throughout the region, while also obtaining much-needed dollars to bolster 
security at synagogues and other faith-based institutions.

Coordinated our community’s annual Holocaust commemoration virtually to pay tribute to 
survivors and liberators and remember the legacies of the six million who were murdered.

Engaged our community with a series of virtual briefings and in-person discussions on a 
range of hot-button topics, including racial disparities in criminal justice, reproductive health 
and medical debt. We invited the superintendents of the two largest school systems in our 
region to town hall forums that enabled hundreds of parents, students and educators to 
share their concerns directly with school leadership.

Hired for the first time a communications director to better amplify our message and elevate 
our presence in the community.

Championed Israel and supported her citizens through ongoing terror attacks and the 
controversy surrounding judicial reform proposals that roiled the nation. (Note: This annual 
report, while produced after the October 7, 2023 massacre covers the yearlong period 
ending on June 30, 2023.).

The dynamic achievements highlighted in this annual report exemplify JCRC’s influence and 
respected leadership in the Washington, D.C. region.

We are deeply grateful to all who have supported us in the past year and look forward to 
building on our successes for years to come.

B’Shalom,

Ron Halber   Thorn Pozen 
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Legislative Advocacy and Government Affairs 
The nation has seen an incremental 
year-over-year rise of antisemitic 
incidents. From 2013-2023, the 
number increased almost 500%, 
headlining JCRC’s advocacy efforts 
in this area. Beyond this priority, 
we notched a number of critical 
legislative accomplishments and 
secured essential funding for 
Jewish agencies, social service 
organizations, synagogues and other 
institutions across the DMV.

Our strong relationships with elected 
officials across the political spectrum 
at the federal, state and local 
levels, as well as a diverse group of 
community advocates who promote 
our priorities, are key to those 
successes. 

 

We were thrilled to hold in-person legislative breakfasts for the first time 
since 2019. These opportunities for our constituents to hear from elected 
officials attracted almost 500 attendees and included an A-list lineup of 
speakers, including:

— U.S. Sen. Ben Cardin
— U.S. Sen. Chris Van Hollen
— U.S. Rep. Jamie Raskin
— U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly
— U.S. Rep. Don Beyer
— Governor Wes Moore
—  Prince George’s County Executive Angela Alsobrooks
—  Montgomery County Executive Marc Elrich
—  Former Virginia House of Delegates Speaker Eileen Filler-Corn
—  Loudoun County Board of Supervisors Chair Phyllis Raymond
—  And many other state and local lawmakers.

In 2023, we advocated for bills in both Maryland and 
Virginia adopting the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism. 

In Maryland, the Montgomery County Council unanimously 
passed this resolution. In Virginia, not only is this definition 
being used to better track incidents, but we are providing 
training to the University System, and to the State Police in 
partnership with the Virginia Holocaust Museum. 

“The JCRC is a potent political force in the Maryland State House and 
the Washington, D.C., region. The JCRC doesn’t just advocate for Jewish 
interests, but also for an array of social service programs, criminal justice 
reforms and other good works.”

— Maryland Matters
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Making Headway in 2023

FUNDING SECURED

D.C.

Maryland

Virginia

Advocated for:

✔  Protection of low-income residents as it relates to  
getting or renewing a driver’s license

✔  Awareness of Uyghur genocide alongside Adas Israel 
Congregation

✔  Supporting StandWithUs as they filed a civil rights  
complaint against George Washington University’s  
Graduate Psychology program

Establishment of:

✔  Commission on Hate Crime Response and Prevention

✔  Holocaust Remembrance Day in Maryland annually  
on January 27th.

Funding for:

✔ School field trips to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

✔ Security to protect faith-based institutions from hate crimes

$5 million  
for security for houses of worship 

$3 million  
for security for nonpublic schools 

 and childcare centers

$250,000  
for Makom’s MOST program

We saw many new public servants 
take office this year, particularly in 
Maryland, where a new governor, 
attorney general and comptroller 
were all sworn into office –  all of 
whom had to be brought up to 
speed on our priorities.

Our advocacy goes beyond just 
engaging with elected officials and 
governmental bodies. We hosted 
in-person and virtual programs to 
bring people together on hot-button 
issues such as our town halls with 
the superintendents of several area 
school systems or our ongoing 

co-sponsorship of the Lawyer’s 
Brown Bag Lunch Speaker Series 
exploring important subjects like 
Supreme Court decisions of the 
past term; the intersection of 
domestic abuse and gun violence; 
reproductive rights; Israel’s 
proposed judicial reform and more.

$1.5 million  
for Combating Hate Crime Grant Program  
in Virginia. Funds allocated to Pozez JCC,  

Olam Tikvah, Gesher Jewish Day School, Temple  
Rodef Shalom and Agudas Achim Congregation.

$1 million 
 in funding for social services including JSSA’s  
Holocaust Survivor & Aging in Place programs, 

ElderSAFE, and the Maryland Israel  
Development Center.
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10,000 students, 
teachers and community members 
who learned from the children of 
Holocaust survivors through our 
new program, Maggid: Generations 
of the Shoah

94 teens 
trained as Student to 
Student leaders

62 student 
presentations delivered 

at 25 different schools

750 parents, students, 
teachers and community 
members attended 4 school 
system town halls in 6 weeks.

3
sets of social  
studies curriculum  
revisions 
in D.C., Maryland, and Virginia

6  
teacher  
trainings

As antisemitism rises and accounts of the Holocaust are passed from generation to 
generation, it is more important than ever to engage young people of all faiths and 
backgrounds in the conversation.

Education + Combating Antisemitism
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Israel Action Center 
The rise of antisemitism also 
precipitates the rise of anti-Israel 
sentiment. As a result, the Dr. Stuart 
Lessans Israel Action Center is 
more important than ever. We are 
committed to coordinating events and 
recruiting speakers to address and 
discuss on-the-ground issues, as well 
as diaspora-related topics. 

In 2023, we launched a partnership 
with Project Shema to train and 
empower lay leaders and community 
members to have productive 
conversations on antisemitism and the 
Israeli-Palestinian issue in progressive 
spaces. Four cohorts were formed 
and three trainings took place. The 
Edlavitch DCJCC also hosted an 
open event in our Nation’s capital to 
involve the greater community in the 
conversation.

Speakers and guests included:

Doron Almog (The Jewish Agency)

Helit Barel (Devorah Forum)

Anna Borshchevskaya, David Makovsky + Ambassador Dennis Ross 
(Washington Institute)

Dr. Tamar Hostovsky Brandes (Ono Academic College)

Shuli Davidovich (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

Dr. Shira Efron (Israel Policy Forum)

Lahav Harkov (The Jerusalem Post)

Orna Mizrahi (Institute for National Strategic Studies)

Dr. Meital Pinto (Israel Institute)

Dr. Jonathan Schanzer (Foundation for the Defense of Democracies)

Sam Sokol (Times of Israel)

Amir Tibon (Ha’aretz)

Community Building 
2023 marked a full return of  
in-person events, which further 
fostered relationship building, 
education, and learning. 

One of the unexpected outcomes 
of the rise in antisemitism was an 
increase in requests for conversations 
about antisemitism and Jewish 
identity in DEI spaces. In 2023,  
we led or participated in nine 
panels and programs for a range of 
nonprofits, businesses, government, 
and school officials including:

—  American College of Cardiology
—  American University
—  Center for Deployment Psychology
—  Clyde Group 
—  Holton Arms School
—  Prince George’s County Office of 

Human Rights 
—  Sage Communications

We also convened for the first time 
leaders from the Asian-American 
Pacific Islander community with 
Jewish leaders. Maryland Secretary  
of State Susan Lee headlined the 
event, which attracted more than  
100 attendees. 

Intergroup relations between local 
Black and Jewish communities were 
strengthened through projects such 
as supporting the Scotland AME Zion 
Church Juneteenth Heritage Festival 
and the Montgomery County Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day Program.

We continued to support the Afghan 
refugee community to ensure that 
they have a place to call home in 
the DMV region. A webinar was 
co-hosted with the New Neighbors 
Interfaith Alliance (NNIA) to provide 
information to volunteers supporting 
Afghan families. A local partner 
congregation began a monthly 
Women’s Circle to provide social 
time (including transportation + 
babysitting) and information to 
Afghan women on medical care, 
schools, U.S. currency, legal support, 
and more.

We hosted:
✔   Four exclusive meetings with the Embassy of Israel

✔  A three-part webinar series to examine Israel’s new 
government

✔  Two delegations of Israelis

✔  Four Zoom briefings with various Middle East experts



8

This year’s Yom HaShoah Commemoration  
was more impactful than ever.
Approximately 12 survivors, 2Gs, 
3Gs and their families joined 
members of the County Council 
and their staff for the presentation 
of the Montgomery County Yom 
HaShoah Proclamation.   

Lou Pohoryles, a survivor who 
accepted the proclamation, shared 
his moving personal narrative.

“We have to remember that the pluralistic society, the open society 
that we all cherish here in Montgomery County, that we all cherish in 
the United States, is at risk and so this gathering, this day, is as much a 
remembrance of the six million who died, but a fight and a struggle for 
the community we want and the community we need.”

— Montgomery County Council President Evan Glass

70 
 Elected officials that  

participated  
from across the DMV 

25 
Students from 

 three Jewish day  
schools reading  
victims’ names

24 
Duration of  
livestream  

(in hours)

30,000 
People reached  
on Facebook.

Photo courtesy of Montgomery County Council
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In conjunction with the Yom HaShoah Commemoration,  
we supported the following virtual programs:
—  Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle - Donations support JSSA’s Holocaust Survivor Program.

—  Holocaust Remembrance Day Service - Co-sponsored by 3GDC and Sixth & I

—  Once We Were Home - Book discussion with author Jennifer Rosner

—  Zikaron BaSalon - Literally meaning “remembrance in the living room,” an intimate way 
to commemorate this day at home among family, friends, and guests.  

—  Dor L’Dor - Opportunities for students to hear from and speak with Holocaust survivors 
and their descendants

Our staff has been 
quoted in and had op-eds 
published by local, national 
and international news 
organizations, including:

The Washington Post
The Baltimore Sun
Richmond Times-Dispatch
Maryland Matters
Jewish Insider
The Jerusalem Post
The Times of Israel

NEWS
JCRC in the
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D O N O R S

“We are worth what we are willing  
to share with others.”

— Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks

FOUNDERS
Pennie and Gary Abramson 
Anne and Ronald Abramson 
Anonymous
Debra and Dennis Berman 
Vicki Berman
Naomi and Nehemiah Cohen Foundation
Sara and Michael Friedman 
Susie and Michael Gelman 
Aaron and Cecile Goldman Family Foundation
Leena and Erwin Groner 
Isadore and Bertha Gudelsky Family Foundation
Carol Mates and Mark Kahan 
Leslie and Sam Kaplan
Ellen and Dr. Stuart Lessans 
Elizabeth and Robert Margolis 
Mayberg Foundation
Amy and Alan Meltzer
Jennifer Loew Mendelson and Dan Mendelson
Toni and Ronald A. Paul, MD 
Sharis and Thorn Pozen
Robert I. Schattner Foundation 
June and Hon. David Trone

SUSTAINERS
Devorah and Kevin Berman
Cookie Hymer Blitz and Nelson Blitz
Joy Raynor and Craig Hillman
Irene and Eddie Kaplan
Risa Bender and Benjamin Klubes 
Marilyn Brody and Allen Kronstadt 
Kay Klass and Mark Levitt
Melinda Bieber and Norman Pozez 
Cynthea and Tom Riesenberg
Janis and Phil Schiff
Julie Wallick and David Selden 
Cindy and Rick Zitelman

BUILDERS
Kathryn and Ira Bartfield 
Naomi and David Balto
Dafna and Brian Berman
Ellen and Dan Blalock
Marnee and Albert Bloomfield 
Sheila and Bob Budoff
Gail and Paul Chod
Marcy and Neil Cohen 
Yvonne Schlafstein Distenfeld and Jeffrey Distenfeld
Carey and Behnam Dayanim 
The Elno Family Foundation
Diana and Michael David Epstein 
Kathryn Gandal
Margie Glancz
Paula Goldman
Gorlin Family Foundation 
Robin and Harvey Hanerfeld 
Hilary Smith Kapner
Kelly and Alex Kogan 
Robert and Arlene Kogod Family Foundation
Susan and William Kristol
Johanna Chain and Randall Levitt 
Liza Levy
Stefanie Sanders Levy and Michael Levy
Phil Margolius
Ven Neralla and Chris McCannell 
Orlee and Irwin Panitch
Linda and Barry Perlis
Deborah Ratner Salzberg and Michael Salzberg 
Karen and Joe Sandler
Marla and Bruce Schulman 
Bobbi and Larry Shulman 
Jana Singer and Larry Sidman 
George Wasserman Family Foundation Inc
Marilyn and Gary Wind
Al Munzer and Joel Wind
Rhonda and Robert Zahler

The JCRC is able to fulfill its mission thanks to the 
generous annual support of The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Washington and our many community donors.
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DEVELOPERS
Wendi and Daniel Abramowitz 
Adventist HealthCare
Midge and Bob Baiefsky
Cathy Shaw and Robert Barkin 
Vivian and Dr. Raymond Bass 
Mikel and David Blair
Hope Gleicher and Andrew Burness 
Sharon and David Butler 
Jane and Scott Brown 
Marcy Schwab and Andrew Doane
Eileen and Arthur Dykes 
EagleBank
Resa and David Eppler 
Eve and David Farber 
Carol and Jack Feder
Gail Fleder
Ellie and Michael Flyer
Lisa and Philip Friedman
Leslie C. and John Friedson 
Miriam and Bill Galston
Donna and Bruce Genderson 
Nina and Sol Glasner
Julie Farkas and Seth Goldman 
Helane and Richard Goldstein 
Monica and Mitch Gorochow 
GRF CPAs & Advisors
Judy and Alan Gross
Marjorie and Lawrence Haas 
Gail Ross and Peter Haas 
Brenda Gruss and Daniel Hirsch 
Holland & Knight LLP
Susan and Jonathan Jerison 
Joyce and Robert Johnson
Cindy and Ben Kramer
Mimi Brodsky Kress and Michael Kress
Jocelyn and Danny Krifcher 
Jennifer and Matt Mandel 
Ambassador Susan G. Esserman and Andrew H. Marks 
Pam and Sam Melamed 
Sheryl Rosensky Miller and Lee Jason Miller
Beth and Bob Mitchell
Ntiva: Managed IT Services
Anita and Arthur Polott
Barbara and H. Mark Rabin
Wendy and Harvey Reiter 
Erika Dickstein and Todd Rosenberg 
Anne Rosensky
Lynn Shapiro Snyder and Jeffrey M. Snyder Family Foundation, Inc.
Susan and Brad Stillman 
Linda and Robert Stillman 
Stinson, LLP
Robin Hettleman Weinberg and Matthew Weinberg
Carol Lee Weiss and Jerry Weiss 
Tal and Steve Widdes

PROMOTERS 
Monica and Gavin Abrams 
Kathy and Richard Altman 
Alana and Greg Aronin 
Brooke and Adam August 
Riva Mirvis and Daniel Ball
Tobi and Stuart Bassin 
Gabriela and Leonard Bebchik 
Dottie Bennett
Michael Berenhaus
Vincent Berg
Miriam and Jeffrey Berkowitz 
Debra Vodenos and Sam Boxerman
Lisa and Jonathan Charnoff 
Laura and Michael Cutler 
Debarment Solutions Institute, LLC
Jess and Amir Eyal
Shelley and Adam Ducker 
Debra L. and Marvin Feuer 
Annette and Bernard Forseter 
Hilary and Norman Freidkin 
Marc Friedman
Liz Frommer
Sheila and Steven Gale
Sharon Pohoryles and Jim Gelb 
The Ginns Family
Sara and Paul Glashofer 
Marion and Daniel Goldberg 
Lisa Gordon
Galia Messika Greenberg and Dr. Edward Greenberg
Miriam and Achi Guggenheim 
Aimee Imundo and Neil Gurvitch 
Michelle and Ron Halber
Kim McWhorter and Arnie Hiller 
Lawrence Horowitz
Robert Kaufman
Judy and Sheldon Klein
Claudia Simons and Alan Korn
Cindy Miller and Matt Korn 
Debbie and Terry Korth 
Aviva and Mark Kramer 
Hon. Sherrie and Hon. Peter Krauser 
Belinda and Adam Lehman
Lerch Early & Brewer, Chartered Cathy and Daniel Hodin, Ellen and 
Williams Kominers
Rachel and Ariel Levinson-Waldman
Marci Handler and Doug Klayman 

Stephanie Schwartz and Noam Kutler
Sharon and Steve Lieberman
Marcia Nusgart and Gary London. MD
Pam Kurland and David Marchick 
Iris Markel
Judith Schulman Miller and Rabbi Jonathan Miller 
Helaine Greenfeld and Richard Mintz
Mizrahi Family Charitable Fund 
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Laura Gudelsky Mulitz
Shelley Mulitz
Marcy and Stuart Newberger 
Debra Reiter Panitch
Rabbi Amy and Gary Perlin
Shauna and Rabbi Gary Pokras 
Na’ama Lewin and Jules Polonetsky 
Jodi and Seth Price
Amy and Daniel I. Prywes 
Daphna and Daniel Raskas 
Edward Rehfeld
Lisa Reiner
Ruben Wealth Partners 
Robert Satloff
Helene and Bob Schlossberg 
William Schneider
Suzanne and Josh Schonfeld 
Robin and Alan Schulman 
Lisa and Steven Schwat 
Arlene Shapiro
Robert Shapiro
Suzy and Stephen Shapiro
Pat Silver
Irene and Eddie Snyder
Erica Strudler and Isaac Snyder 
Ann Lewis and Mike Sponder 
Eve and Andy Stern
Deborah Miller and Adam Strickberger
Kari and James Sturim
Amy and Todd Sukol
Monica and Richard Sussman
Susan and Bruce Turnbull 
Lori and Les Ulanow 
Symcha and Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt
Gail and David Weiss
Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein and Henry Winokur
Linda and Bob Youngentob

PARTNERS
Lisa and Fred Abbey
Ruth and Rabbi Stephen Baars 
Ann Bennett
Loryn and Abba Blum
Faith and Philip Bobrow 
Bernice and Joel Breslau
Lois Brodsky
Shoshana and Stephen Bryen 
Cecilia Hodges and Carlos Cespedes
Alison and Adam Chase
Carol and Howard Cohen 
Tanya Nguyen and Josh Cohen 
Ellen Coren
Medina Cuisine
The Defiant Requiem Foundation
Sarah and Richard Dine
Stephanie and Mark Eidelman
Jennifer and Jay Feldman
Debbie and David Felsen

Meryl and Kevin Fishkind
Sheryl and Aaron Fleishaker
Judith Fogel
Susan and Charles Freed
Cathy and Michael Gildenhorn
Janet and Michael Goldman
Jill and Robert Granader
Karen Herron
Lynn and Jon Horowitch
Cheryl and Philip Hyder 
Meredith and Jonathan Jacobs 
Debbie Fisher and Mark Joseph 
Sherry and Ronald Kabran
Irv and Beth Ann Katz 
Bobbie and Bill Kilberg 
Sharon Wilkes and Robert Kinberg
Jodi and Rabbi Evan Krame
Eva Malka Davi sand Justin Kramer 
Martha Kahn and Simeon Kriesberg
Shelly and Jeff Kupfer
Ina and Larry Lerman
Judy and Brian Liss
Eric Hostetler and David Lublin 
Barbara Etkind and Rabbi Jack Luxemburg 
Thomas Mansbach
Stuart Kurlander and David Martin 
Mindy Horowitz and Mark Mellman
Joanne Miller and Jim Monroe 
The National Center for Children and Families
Ilene and John Pachter 
Gerson Panitch
Barbara and Michael Raizen 
Dori Phaff and Dan Raviv 
Alisa and Jacob Rosenberg 
Meryl and Joel Rosenberg 
Alban Salaman
Cheryl Fishbein and Phil Schatten 
Yvonne and Elliot Schnitzer
Elaine and Marvin Senter 
Sara Winkelman and Rabbi Hyim Shafner 
Guila Franklin Siegel and Nathan Siegel
Sheila Bennet and Steve Silverman
Present and Past Presidents of Temple Rodef Shalom 
Rabbi Neil Tow
Marilyn and Stefan Tucker 
Julie and Ezra Weinblatt
Ellen Kagen Waghelstein and David Waghelstein 
Shanna and Gary Winters 
Deborah and David Yaffe 
Gwen Zuares

JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS AND SYNAGOGUES
3GDC
Adas Israel Congregation
Adat Shalom Reconstructionist Congregation
ADL Washington DC
Alpha Epsilon Pi Foundation, Inc
American Jewish Committee (AJC) Washington DC
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B’nai B’rith International 
B’nai Israel Congregation
B’nai Shalom of Olney
Bender JCC of Greater Washington 
Bet Mishpachah
Beth Chaverim Reform Congregation
Beth El Hebrew Congregation
Beth Sholom Congregation and Talmud Torah
Capital Camps and Retreat Center 
Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School
Charles E. Smith Life Communities
Congregation B’nai Tzedek 
Congregation Beth El of Montgomery County 
Congregation Har Shalom 
Congregation Olam Tikvah 
Congregation Or Chadash
Congregation Sha’are Shalom 
Edlavitch DCJCC
Friends of the IDF
Garden of Remembrance (Gan Zikaron) Memorial Park 
Gesher Jewish Day School
Hill Havurah
Israel Bonds
JCADA
Jewish Council for Public Affairs
Jewish Council for the Aging 
Jewish Federations of North America 
JSSA

JWI
Kehillat Pardes
Kemp Mill Synagogue 
Kesher Israel Congregation 
Kol Shalom
Makom
Maryland Israel Development Center: MIDC
Melvin J. Berman Hebrew Academy 
Milton Gottesman Jewish Day School
Ohr Kodesh Congregation 
Orthodox Union
Pozez JCC of Northern Virginia
Shaare Tefila Congregation 
Shaare Torah
Sulam
Sunflower Bakery 
Temple B’nai Shalom
Temple Beth Ami 
Temple Micah
Temple Rodef Shalom 
Temple Sinai
Temple Solel
The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington 
Tifereth Israel Congregation 
Tzedek DC
Washington Board of Rabbis
Washington Hebrew Congregation 
Yachad DC
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