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The Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) of Greater Washington and Washington Jewish Week 
have produced this Virginia General Election Jewish Voters’ Guide for the 2025 statewide races to help 
you make informed choices in the upcoming General Election. This publication provides information 
about the candidates running for Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Attorney General. Each candidate 
was asked to identify the top issues facing Virginians and to address the surge in antisemitism across 
the Commonwealth. Their responses are printed in full.

For comprehensive information about the upcoming elections, including how and where to cast your 
ballot, visit the Virginia Department of Elections website. See who is on your ballot by viewing the 
candidate lists. Register to vote or apply for an absentee ballot online using the Citizen Portal.

Important dates to know include:

•	 Friday, September 19, 2025: The first day of in-person early voting at your local registrar’s office.

•	 Friday, October 24, 2025: The deadline to register to vote, or update an existing registration.  
(Voters may register after this date, including on Election Day, and vote using a provisional ballot.)

•	 Friday, October 24, 2025: The deadline to request an absentee ballot by mail.  
(Your request must be received by your local voter registration office by 5:00 PM)

•	 Saturday, November 1, 2025: The last day of in-person early voting at your local voter registration office.  
(Offices close at 5:00 PM)

•	 Tuesday, November 4, 2025: ELECTION DAY (Polls open 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM)

We hope this is a valuable resource to facilitate your participation in the democratic process.  
For additional information, contact JCRC Director of Virginia Government and Community Relations  

Vicki Fishman at vfishman@jcouncil.org.

https://www.elections.virginia.gov/casting-a-ballot/calendars-schedules/upcoming-elections.html
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/casting-a-ballot/candidate-list/
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/citizen-portal/
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation/PublicContactLookup
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation/Lookup/absentee
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation/PublicContactLookup
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation/PublicContactLookup
mailto:vfishman%40jcouncil.org?subject=vfishman%40jcouncil.org
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Candidate for Governor - 
Democrat
Abigail Spanberger

What are the three most pressing 
issues facing Virginians, and how 
would you address them?
I believe the most pressing issues facing 
Virginians are the rising cost of living, the 
strength of our public schools, and the need 
for safer communities. 

As Governor, I will work to address the 
cost of living crisis by tackling the main 
costs driving up bills for families, including 

healthcare and prescription drugs, housing, and energy bills. I’ll do 
this by cracking down on predatory PBM, insurer, and pharmaceutical 
practices, and increasing access to care; working with localities to 
make sure they have the flexibility they need to build the housing that 
makes sense for them, and incentivizing the construction of homes 
people can actually afford; and increasing clean energy generation 
and energy storage capacity in Virginia, investing in energy-saving 
measures like home weatherization, and ensuring our regulatory 
system is aligned to meet our growing energy needs and prioritize 
Virginia ratepayers.

I will also work to make sure Virginia’s public schools are the best 
in the country. As the mother of three daughters in Virginia’s public 
schools, this issue is deeply personal to me. We must address Virginia’s 
teacher shortage by improving teacher recruitment and retention 
through higher salaries as well as better training, mentoring, and 
ongoing support. I will work aggressively to make sure our schools 
have the funding they need. And I will make sure we are addressing 
gaps in both math and reading skills, where data show Virginia still 
lags in post-pandemic recovery.

Finally, I believe our kids – and every Virginian – deserve to feel 
safe. We must do more to address rising rates of gun violence, mental 
health crises, and antisemitism. To keep our communities safe, as 
Governor, I will prioritize responsible gun violence prevention laws. 
I will invest in the training and tools law enforcement needs to do its 
job to protect our communities. I will work with local community 
organizations to make sure no one falls through the cracks. And I 
will stand strongly against hatred and discrimination in every facet 
of my work.

What role will you play in addressing the 
Antisemitic Rhetoric that has fueled the recent 
attacks on members of the Jewish Community: 
torching Governor Shapiro’s home, the murders at 
the Capitol Jewish Museum and the firebombing 
at a Boulder, Colorado rally advocating for the 
Israeli hostages still held in Gaza?
There is no place for violence in our democracy — ever. We must all 
stand united against extremism and antisemitism. I will be vocal in 
denouncing this unacceptable hatred. 

In Congress, I was a fierce supporter of efforts to combat and 
condemn antisemitism, and I will do the same as Governor. I will 
make sure there are consequences for hatred. I will ensure the 
Attorney General’s Office of Civil Rights is appropriately staffed 
and supported, and I will bring the full weight of this office against 
antisemitic hate crimes.

As Governor, I will work to coordinate with state and local law 
enforcement to ensure everyone who wishes to exercise their right of 

free speech is safe, and that law enforcement has the resources they 
need to protect our communities and combat antisemitic actions. 

Finally, as Governor, I will use my voice and position to show up 
for impacted communities. I will work with local Jewish community 
organizations to ensure the Commonwealth – and the Office of the 
Governor – is an active partner in combating antisemitism. I commit 
to showing up for the Jewish community, both in times of celebration 
and commemoration.

How will you address antisemitism in Virginia’s 
k-12 schools and institutions of higher education?
I believe all students deserve to feel safe at school. Antisemitism has 
no place in our education system. Working to combat antisemitism 
will be a top priority for me – as it should be for all elected officials. 
Officials at all levels must guard against the intimidation of Jewish 
students, rising antisemitism, and threats of violence against fellow 
students. My Administration will not tolerate antisemitism in any 
form. 

The tragic, hate-fueled attacks of recent years targeting Jewish 
people remind us that working to keep these institutions safe is 
essential, not optional. I will ensure that allegations of antisemitic 
actions and hate speech in educational settings are thoroughly 
investigated. And I will actively work with my Department of 
Education, as well as Virginia’s schools and institutions of higher 
education, to communicate best practices and resources to combat 
antisemitism — so every student is able to feel safe. 

As Governor, I will work to ensure students of all ages have age-
appropriate, accurate lessons on historically significant events. 
Specifically, I will ensure all school districts are actively pursuing 
and correctly educating students on the history of the Holocaust. I 
will revitalize the work of Virginia’s Culturally Relevant and Inclusive 
Education Practices Advisory Committee, created by the General 
Assembly in 2020, to ensure my Administration is an active partner 
in this work.

Candidate for Governor - 
Republican
Winsome Earle-Sears

What are the three most pressing 
issues facing Virginians, and how 
would you address them?
1) Maintaining a strong economy. A strong 
economy with plentiful jobs and affordable 
goods and services is the bedrock of our 
state’s future. My plan for a prosperous and 
affordable Virginia includes:
• Preserving the right to work
• Establishing the incentives and investing in 

the infrastructure necessary to attract more businesses—and more 
jobs—to the Commonwealth

	 • Eliminate burdensome, job-killing, and costly taxes that make 
everything more expensive for hardworking Virginians

2) Investing in an education system that gives our children the tools 
and knowledge they need to succeed. Virginia’s public school 
system used to be the envy of the country. Now, top public schools 
have been overrun by mediocrity, progressive ideology, and a 
refusal to hold bad actors accountable.

		  My administration will focus on making sure schools listen to 
parents, work collaboratively with industry, and focus on teaching, 
not brainwashing. Finally, our schools must be a safe place for all 
our students.

3) Public safety. Public safety is not a political issue. Families must feel 
safe raising their children in the Commonwealth. That starts by 
backing law enforcement and giving them the tools and resources 
they need to do their jobs. It also means we have to enforce the 
laws—no more free passes for criminals who quickly become 
repeat offenders.

My administration will drop the hammer on our worst criminals, 
like drug dealers peddling fentanyl poison. We will preserve qualified 
immunity so police are protected, not persecuted, for doing their jobs 
and cooperate with the federal government to remove criminals who 
are residing illegally in the Commonwealth.

What role will you play in addressing the 
Antisemitic Rhetoric that has fueled the recent 
attacks on members of the Jewish Community: 
torching Governor Shapiro’s home, the murders at 
the Capitol Jewish Museum and the firebombing 
at a Boulder, Colorado rally advocating for the 
Israeli hostages still held in Gaza?
Let me be clear: there is no place for antisemitism in our society. 
The reason why my family immigrated here from Jamaica is because 
America is special—everyone is equal under the law. The explosion 
in antisemitism has been exacerbated by public officials who refuse 
to protect Jewish students’ civil rights as mandated by federal law. 
We need a zero-tolerance policy for antisemitism and that starts with 
holding bad actors accountable.
My plan for combating antisemitism is three-pronged:
1) We need to ensure that law enforcement has a closer, collaborative 

relationship with the Jewish community and works with 
community leaders to understand the unique security risks 
Jewish communities face (for example, attending synagogue on 
Shabbat and the holidays). It’s imperative that law enforcement 
are empowered to prevent antisemitic attacks and prosecute those 
that occur.

2) My administration will work with advisers from the Jewish 
community to identify public and private institutions that foster 
or enable antisemitism. We will use the full force of the law to 
shame these institutions, charge them, and eliminate their funding.

3) We need to invest in education that prevents the spreading of 
antisemitism and hatred in our schools and universities.

As governor, it is my job to make sure that all citizens of the 
Commonwealth are protected and able to lead peaceful and 
prosperous lives free of violence and discrimination. There should be 
no doubt that this applies unequivocally to the at least 165,000 Jewish 
Virginians as well.

How will you address antisemitism in Virginia’s 
K-12 schools and institutions of higher education?
Schools must prioritize our children’s education and safety, and 
that includes our Jewish students. Schools need to understand the 
important role they play in preventing the spread of antisemitism.

We need to make sure our curriculum provides both students and 
staff with a greater understanding of antisemitism, its history, and its 
dangerous repercussions.

Finally, I will have a zero-tolerance policy for antisemitism. My 
administration will use the full force of the law to hold bad actors 
accountable. Federal law protects all students’ rights, including 
Jewish students. Those that do not abide by the law, will suffer the 
consequences.

Let me be clear: as Governor, I will not tolerate hate and violence 
against the Jewish community. I am ready to take any and all actions 
I can take against them, and I’ll be working hand in hand with the 
Jewish community to make sure we are taking this crisis as seriously 
as we possibly can.

Virginia General Election
Jewish Voters’ Guide
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Candidate for Lt. Governor - 
Democrat
Ghazala Hashmi

What are the three most pressing 
issues facing Virginians, and how 
would you address them? 
With a shaky economy, prices rising, and the 
loss of so many federal jobs in Virginia, I am 
focused on supporting Virginians because so 
many are struggling. Families are having to 
make terrible choices such as paying the rent 
or filling a prescription. Sadly, this problem 
will grow as the Administration’s legislation 

which cuts Medicaid benefits and other support systems takes 
effect. I plan to leverage our community colleges and universities 
to develop accelerated and emerging workforce training programs, 
with coordinated job placement, as well as legal service support 
to navigate unemployment and healthcare resources. All Virginia 
children, regardless of skin color or zip code, should have the 
opportunity to attend a first rate public school so they can graduate 
prepared for higher education or a good paying job. Our public 
schools should have modern infrastructure, up to date technology, 
and sufficient teachers and support staff including career and college 
counselors, mental health professionals, and subject area specialists. 
Every Virginian must have access to quality affordable healthcare 
including reproductive care, mental healthcare and reasonably priced 
prescription medications. With the pending Medicaid cuts and the 
potential closure of hospitals here, we simply must ensure Virginians 
have healthcare. Access to healthcare should not be a privilege 
reserved for those who can afford it.

What role will you play in addressing the 
Antisemitic Rhetoric that has fueled the recent 
attacks on members of the Jewish Community: 
torching Governor Shapiro’s home, the murders at 
the Capitol Jewish Museum and the firebombing 
at a Boulder, Colorado rally advocating for the 
Israeli hostages still held in Gaza?
Hate has no home in Virginia or anywhere in our country, and as 
Lt. Governor, I will not hesitate to call out and work to stave off 
antisemitic rhetoric and actions. While antisemitism has always been 
a stain on our country, there is no denying that antisemitic incidents 
have exponentially increased since the horrors of October 7, 2023. 
We have seen a troubling surge in hateful, antisemitic rhetoric from 
both extremes of the ideological spectrum. We must take strong and 
unequivocal stands against any language or behavior that promotes 
or legitimizes violence against Jews. That includes slogans such as 
“globalize the intifada” as well as the actions of public figures who 
grant legitimacy to avowed antisemites like Nick Fuentes. It is also 
critical to recognize that criticism of Israel’s government often 
crosses the line into antisemitism. As with any foreign government, 
Americans, including American Jews, hold a wide range of views on 
Israeli policies. We as elected leaders have a responsibility to be crystal 
clear on a simple truth: American Jews do not bear responsibility 
for the actions of the Israeli government—or any other foreign 
government. Criticism of a foreign government’s politics does not 
justify hatred toward a people, nor should it be used as an excuse 
to target the Jewish community with harmful rhetoric or violence. 
As Lt. Governor, I will continue to speak out against antisemitism 
wherever I see it. I have carried and voted for multiple bills to combat 

antisemitic hate crimes over the last few years in the State Senate. I 
will stand firmly for the right of Jewish Americans to live peacefully 
and securely in Virginia and across the country, and I will call on my 
colleagues in government to do the same.

How will you address antisemitism in Virginia’s 
k-12 schools and institutions of higher education?  
As a young girl, I remember being deeply affected by reading 
The Diary of Anne Frank and learning about the horrors of the 
Holocaust. The lessons I took from her words, especially about the 
consequences of staying silent in the face of injustice, have stayed 
with me throughout my life. Today’s students are increasingly 
exposed to online content and influencers who spread conspiracy 
theories targeting minority groups. Some of the most dangerous of 
these are age-old antisemitic lies, repackaged for a modern audience. 
It is essential that students understand the origins and evolution of 
these antisemitic conspiracies, and that we teach the broader history 
of antisemitism and the devastation it has caused. We must help 
our children recognize that America’s greatest strength lies in its 
diversity, and that the Jewish-American community has long been an 
integral part of our nation’s rich cultural fabric. As a former university 
professor, I deeply respect the rights of students to free speech and 
open inquiry. But we must be clear that free speech does not give 
license to spread hate or justify violence. On too many campuses, 
criticism of Israel has crossed the line into open antisemitism, with 
Jewish students targeted simply because of their identity. We need to 
take a firm stand against the rise of antisemitism, whether it be on a 
college campus or at any institution across our country.

Candidate for Lt. Governor - 
Republican
John Reid

What are the three most pressing 
issues facing Virginians, and how 
would you address them? 
A) Economic Opportunity and Workforce 
Barriers. Too many Virginians face obstacles 
in entering or advancing in the workforce—
whether from bureaucratic licensing 
requirements, occupational regulation, or 
stagnating wage growth. My new Workforce 
Freedom Agenda aims to eliminate 

unnecessary red tape, preserve the Right to Work, and expand 
credential recognition across state lines. By reducing regulations 
and cutting taxes, we will build a more competitive, opportunity-
filled economy for all Virginians, especially in rural and under-
served areas.

B)	Public Safety and Rule of Law Virginians are rightly concerned 
about rising crime, threats to law enforcement, and politically 
motivated violence. I will stand with our police, enforce our laws, 
and oppose efforts to defund or weaken public safety institutions. 
That includes combating hate crimes, antisemitic threats, and 
all forms of violent extremism—whether on our streets, in our 
schools, or online.

C)	Education, Workforce Skills & Civic Literacy. Virginia must 
equip students and workers with real-world skills and civic 
understanding. I endorse an Academic Excellence Agenda that 
strengthens vocational education, dual-credit programs, and civic 
education in K–12 schools and higher education. I also support 
parental input in curricula and robust civic engagement training 
in our classrooms to prepare the next generation for participation 
in democracy.

What role will you play in addressing the 
Antisemitic Rhetoric that has fueled the recent 
attacks on members of the Jewish Community: 
torching Governor Shapiro’s home, the murders at 
the Capitol Jewish Museum and the firebombing 
at a Boulder, Colorado rally advocating for the 
Israeli hostages still held in Gaza?
Recent violent acts— Governor Shapiro’s home being torched, the 
murder at the Capitol Jewish Museum, and the firebombing at a 
Boulder rally—must be met with a firm, bipartisan response. I commit 
to: * Working with law enforcement to ensure all hate crimes are 
thoroughly investigated, perpetrators brought to justice, and victims 
fully supported. * Leading condemnation of antisemitic rhetoric 
from any quarter. Words that dehumanize or scapegoat the Jewish 
community lay the groundwork for violence. * Supporting statewide 
hate-crimes training for police, local officials, and public institutions 
to identify and respond proactively to targeted threats. * Promoting 
interfaith and community unity events across the commonwealth, 
reinforcing shared values and breaking down divisions. I will stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder with Virginia’s Jewish communities, ensuring 
state leadership refuses to tolerate such extremism.

How will you address antisemitism in Virginia’s 
k-12 schools and institutions of higher education?  
Antisemitism in schools must be addressed at multiple levels: 1. 
Strengthening Reporting & Accountability. I will advocate for clear 
state guidance mandating the inclusion of antisemitism in school 
discrimination policies. All public K–12 and institutions of higher 
education must track and report antisemitic incidents and take 
disciplinary and restorative action as appropriate. 2. Expanding 
Education & Training. Require mandatory cultural competency and 
antisemitism awareness training for school staff and student leaders. 
Curricula in middle and high school should cover the history of 
antisemitism, Holocaust education, and the importance of religious 
pluralism and respect. 3. Supporting Jewish Student Organizations. 
At colleges and universities, support should be extended to registered 
Jewish organizations and Hillel chapters so they operate safely and 
can host educational events. I would promote protective protocols 
and collaboration between institutions and Jewish community 
organizations. 4. Engaging Parents and Communities. I believe 
parents have a central role in fostering respect in school communities. 
I will facilitate regional community dialogues and school-based 
roundtables where educators, faith leaders, parents, and students 
come together to build mutual understanding and proactively  
counter bias.

Candidate for Attorney 
General - Democrat
Jay Jones

What are the three most pressing 
issues facing Virginians, and how 
would you address them? 
As Attorney General, my top three priorities 
will focus on fairness, justice, and protection 
for working families: Expanding the Civil 
Rights Division: I will support efforts to 
broaden the division’s authority to combat 
discrimination in education, housing, 
policing, and employment, ensuring equal 

opportunity for all. Bolstering the Office of Consumer Protection: 
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I’ll advocate for tougher protections against corporate landlords, 
predatory lenders, scams, and corporate fraud to serve as a strong 
advocate for consumers. Strengthening the Labor Justice Division: 
I’ll push for stronger enforcement against wage theft, worker 
misclassification, and unsafe labor practices to ensure every worker 
receives fair pay and safe conditions.

What role will you play in addressing the 
Antisemitic Rhetoric that has fueled the recent 
attacks on members of the Jewish Community: 
torching Governor Shapiro’s home, the murders at 
the Capitol Jewish Museum and the firebombing 
at a Boulder, Colorado rally advocating for the 
Israeli hostages still held in Gaza?
Ensuring the safety and security of all religious and ethnic 
communities in Virginia is a top priority of mine. Antisemitic 
violence and rhetoric are a growing problem that must be addressed 
at every level, and here in Virginia, the solution starts at the top. As a 
member of the House of Delegates, I voted in support of protections 
for faith-based organizations and schools, including legislation 
that added religious pre-schools and childcare centers to the list 
of schools where possessing a firearm is prohibited. As Attorney 
General, I will fight every day to protect and defend Virginians, from 
their constitutional rights and freedoms to day-to-day community 
safety. More specifically, I will create a Civil Rights Division within 
the office that will no longer be an afterthought and is empowered to 
take aggressive action on behalf of Virginians’ basic rights. This unit 
will ensure that Virginians are protected against discrimination and 
that no entity can take away their constitutional rights and liberties.

How will you address antisemitism in Virginia’s 
k-12 schools and institutions of higher education?  
As Attorney General, I will take a proactive stance against antisemitism 
in all its forms, especially within our K-12 schools and institutions of 
higher learning, to ensure that every student feels safe, respected, and 
understood in the classroom and on campus. At public universities, 
Governor Youngkin and Jason Miyares have cleared university 
boards to increase their political power, while inflaming tensions 
on campus that are ultimately most harmful to Jewish students. As 
Attorney General, I’ll make sure schools are independently equipped 
to respond to hate-based incidents and be an ally in investigating 
and fighting antisemitism to ensure that all perpetrators of hate 
speech and violence are held accountable for their actions. While 
the Attorney General has no legislative powers, I will advocate for 
a more inclusive curriculum that educates Virginia students about 
antisemitism and creates environments free from all discrimination 
and harassment against Jewish students. We must empower and equip 
our children to stand against hate with understanding and empathy.

Candidate for Attorney 
General - Republican
Jason Miyares

What are the three most pressing 
issues facing Virginians, and how 
would you address them? 
1. STANDING AGAINST VIOLENT CRIME
2. COMBATING THE ADDICTION CRISIS
3. UPHOLDING THE RIGHTS OF ALL 
VIRGINIANS
I’m often asked the question of what I would 
like to do in my second term as attorney 
general. Upon reflection, the answer is always 

the same — more.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt once stated on the eve of the 

Second World War his idea of the Four Freedoms: freedom of speech, 
freedom of worship, freedom from want, and freedom from fear. 
President Ronald Reagan would develop these into four additional 
freedoms: freedom to work, freedom to own the fruits of your own 
labor, freedom to own property, and freedom to participate in a free 
market.

 None of these freedoms can be achieved without the first rule of 
any free society, that is, public safety and the rule of law. 

Taking a stand against violent crime and prosecuting criminals for 
their actions was a top-tier priority. That’s why in 2022 we launched 
Operation Ceasefire Virginia, which leveraged strategic partnerships 
to prosecute gun crime, invest in gang prevention, and get repeat, 
violent offenders off our streets. Virginia saw a remarkable 30% 
decrease in murders and an 11% reduction in overall violent crime 
compared to last year. Those aren’t just statistics, they are lives saved, 
families protected, and communities made stronger. 

Just this year, our One Pill Can Kill initiative saw the first results 
of our hard work to curb the fentanyl crisis, reducing the number of 
overdose deaths year to year by as much as 40% — a national leader. 

Yet just as important as removing the twin threats of violent crime 
and fentanyl overdoses is ensuring that each and every Virginian has 
an equal chance to become the very best versions of themselves — 
free from want and fear, and free to stand on their own merits. 

Whether it is taking on antisemitism in our schools, demanding 
that our public education system observe both federal and state 
antidiscrimination statues, or ensuring that our daughters have the 
same opportunities as our sons, our role at the Office of the Attorney 
general is to be a shield that serves as the people’s protector, not a 
sword for a reckless political agenda.

 We have seen what happens when we put criminals first and 
victims last in Virginia. We cannot go back to the days of criminals 
first and victims last. That’s why I will continue to build upon our 
success and continue to do more for the people of Virginia.

What role will you play in addressing the 
Antisemitic Rhetoric that has fueled the recent 
attacks on members of the Jewish Community: 
torching Governor Shapiro’s home, the murders at 
the Capitol Jewish Museum and the firebombing 
at a Boulder, Colorado rally advocating for the 
Israeli hostages still held in Gaza?
Antisemitism is the world’s oldest form of bigotry. The torching of 
Governor Shapiro’s home, the murder at the Capitol Jewish Museum, 
and the firebombing in Boulder are not isolated incidents. They are 
the product of ideological hate that has traded the force of argument 
for the argument of force. A free society can only function when we 
respect one another not just as equals, but as human beings with the 
same inalienable rights. When we lose that foundation, hate festers 
and violence follows.

 In February 2023, I announced the creation of the Antisemitism 
Task Force within the Virginia Office of the Attorney General. As the 
first of its kind in the U.S., the Task Force’s mission is to educate, 
monitor, gather information, and coordinate with law enforcement 
to combat antisemitism across the Commonwealth. The Task Force 
marshals the expertise of an agile group of attorneys, professionals, 
and law enforcement officials to confront the scourge of Antisemitism 
inserting itself in our public and private spheres. 

In March 2023, I had the profound honor of leading a bipartisan 
delegation of state attorneys general on a journey through Poland 
and Israel. Our first stop was Auschwitz, where we were guided by 
Mr. Michael Berenbaum, a foremost Holocaust scholar in the United 
States. There, we confronted the historical rise of antisemitism and its 
disturbing ability to fester in communities that were once vibrant and 
progressive. The contrast was striking as we moved from the shadows 
of Auschwitz to the vibrant reality of the modern state of Israel—a 
true miracle born from the ashes of history. It was a poignant journey, 
highlighting not just the past, but the hope and resilience of a people 
who refuse to be defined by their suffering.

 In November 2023, I was once again called to Israel, this time by 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Justice, to bear 
witness to the atrocities committed by Hamas. I had the privilege of 
meeting families affected by the violence and hearing their stories of 
loss and resilience. During a briefing with Israel’s state prosecutor, 
Amit Eisman, we were presented with harrowing evidence of 
the attacks, and I was struck by the courage and resolve of those 
fighting for justice in the face of unspeakable horror. As I stood in 
Israel following the attacks, my commitment to combat all forms 
of hatred and bigotry—especially against our Jewish citizens—was 
solidified. October 7th was not just a tragedy for Israel, but a tragedy 
that reverberated around the world. Reflecting on my experiences, 
I remarked to my colleague David Brand that I never could have 
imagined visiting Israel twice in less than a year and witnessing two 
entirely different countries and realities.

 I also brought together a bipartisan group of attorneys general 
from across the country to meet with the parents of Hersh Goldberg-
Polin, who spent part of his youth in Richmond before moving to 
Israel with his family. He was taken hostage and murdered by Hamas 
terrorists.

How will you address antisemitism in Virginia’s 
k-12 schools and institutions of higher education?  
Antisemitism is not a political issue—it is a moral one. As Virginia’s 
Attorney General, I have made it a top priority to confront this rising 
hatred with clear eyes and firm resolve. Virginia will not be a state 
where Jewish families live in fear. I will continue to stand with our 
Jewish neighbors and confront this evil with the full force of the law 
and the moral clarity the moment demands. 

We need leaders with moral clarity, not moral confusion and 
cowardice who shirk the responsibility of calling out antisemitic 
hate. Immediately following the October 7th attacks, my office sent 
a letter to every public college and university president in Virginia, 
urging them to protect the safety and well-being of their Jewish 
students. Virginia’s public colleges and universities are defended by 
my office, and each school has its own assigned legal counsel. In the 
days and weeks after the horrific terrorist attacks on October 7, my 
Office offered interactive legal webinars for university counsels across 
Virginia, providing clarity on First Amendment protections while 
emphasizing the need for enhanced campus security. 

I also worked directly with law enforcement and higher education 
leaders to proactively prepare for the violence and unrest we were 
seeing spread across the country, making it clear early on that 
intimidation, harassment, threats, or violence would not be tolerated 
here in Virginia. There should be room on our college campuses for 
free speech and substantive foreign policy discussions, but when such 
“advocacy” turns into a vehicle for the propagation of anti-Jewish 
sentiment, it crosses a line that higher education and we, as a country, 
must not tolerate. 

In December 2023, I sent a letter to all Virginia public school 
principals and superintendents on the rise of antisemitism in 
education nationwide and noting their responsibility to cultivate 
learning environments for their students free of discrimination, 
harassment, and intimidation. At my direction, our Office of Civil 
Rights also prepared resources for parents and students to guide 
them as to the proper way to report and file official complaints to 
address instances of discrimination on the basis of ethnic and 
national origin as is Virginia law. I encourage anyone who has faced 
such discrimination to report it to my Civil Rights Division. We stand 
ready to assist when and wherever instances of hatred and bigotry 
surface in Virginia for Jewish students and all students.

 As we grapple with the alarming surge in antisemitism 
and approach a post-survivor and post-witness era, Holocaust 
remembrance, education, and awareness becomes more difficult but 
also much more vital to ensuring that the horrors of the Holocaust 
are never forgotten. It is crucial that the horrors of the Holocaust are 
never distorted, nor trivialized, and remain cemented in our global 
conscience. While Holocaust education is not the ultimate cure for 
rising antisemitism worldwide, it is an essential part in ensuring 
antisemitism cannot take root in the home of Thomas Jefferson.
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