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Dear Friends:

It is an exciting time to serve as President of the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) 
of Greater Washington as we celebrate our agency’s 75th anniversary. If you were able to join 
us at our gala this past June, you had the chance to see firsthand the legacy of leadership and 
accomplishment that has been the hallmark of the JCRC for three quarters of a century.  

In the coming year, we will engage in a Campaign For The Future, to expand the JCRC’s  
capacity to continue to meet our community’s future challenges.  

In this annual report, we proudly share with you a look at some of our achievements of the past year.

We…

•	 Advocated for Jewish institutions and values

•	 Represented the policy interests of the Jewish community to state and local governments

•	 Secured millions of government dollars for Jewish agencies to help vulnerable citizens 

•	 Educated the community about key issues of concern

•	 Galvanized the community in support of Israel during times of calm and crisis

•	 Built vital relationships with our non-Jewish partners 

•	 Endeavored to create a society based on freedom and justice 

•	 Worked on Jewish communal security, outreach in public schools, and Holocaust  
remembrance and education

The JCRC is proud to continue to fulfill the vision of a group of dedicated men who came  
together to build an agency that would serve, and continues to serve, as the community  
relations and public affairs arm of the Greater Washington Jewish community. 

It is an honor to serve as our agency’s president.

B’Shalom,

Joe Sandler 
JCRC President

Letter from Joe Sandler



Mission Statement

The Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) of Greater Washington is the central public 
affairs and community relations arm of the organized Jewish community in our nation’s capital 
and surrounding region.

The JCRC advocates for Jewish institutions and values, educates the community about key 
issues of concern, and reaches out to our neighbors to build a better world for us all. Our work 
advances the values of freedom, justice and democratic pluralism.

The JCRC works to promote these values through four pillars of action: government relations, 
Israel advocacy, inter-group relations and social justice.

The JCRC determines a consensus on a broad range of public policy issues central to Jewish 
conscience and concern and then publicizes those concerns to Washington area legislators and 
civic, public opinion, media and interfaith leaders.

The JCRC also coordinates community programs to provide educational and advocacy  
opportunities on priority domestic and international issues.

Through this work, the JCRC promotes the interests of The Jewish Federation of Greater 
Washington and more than 100 constituent agencies, organizations and synagogues in the 
District of Columbia, Northern Virginia and suburban Maryland.
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Above: Leisure World residents at the Rally to End 
Gun Violence in Annapolis.
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In advance of the Maryland and Virginia legislative sessions, the 
JCRC met with coalition partners to discuss strategy and mutual 
agendas. Throughout the sessions, we monitored hundreds of 
pieces of legislation examining a variety of social, cultural, religious 
and economic issues. 
 

Government Relations

Government Relations

Maryland Commission 

Legislative Session 2013: Report 
on budget and policy initiatives 

During the 2013 General Assembly session, 
the JCRC Maryland Commission worked 
diligently, advocating in the State legislature for 
bills concerning the Maryland Jewish commu-
nity. We focused on advancing both budget and 
policy initiatives. The JCRC monitored more 
than two hundred bills.

Fiscal Year 2014 Budget

In partnership with the Baltimore Jewish 
Council, we secured one million dollars in 
the Governor’s capital budget to expand and 
renovate the Hillel building at the University 
of Maryland-College Park. Hillel, the home 
for Jewish students on campus, provides a 
center for students of all faiths, cultures and 
ethnicities to engage in social justice, dialogue 
and leadership development.  

We also successfully advocated on behalf of a 
number of funding items in the operating bud-
get. For many years, we have been successful in 
securing $450,000 in statewide funding for the 
Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities 
(NORC) program within the Department of 
Aging’s budget. The $450,000 is split between 

the Greater Washington and Baltimore Jewish 
communities to provide funds to help seniors 
in Maryland age in place and remain in their 
communities. In addition to the NORC fund-
ing, we are pleased that we were able to help 
secure $350,000 for the Jewish Social Service 
Agency (JSSA) to meet the acute and growing 
needs of Holocaust survivors in the D.C.-metro 
area. Thank you to Governor Martin O’Malley 
for providing these and other critical funds for 
our community.

The JCRC obtained an increase in funding 
for the Maryland/Israel Development Center 
(MIDC). Last year’s grant of $139,000 was 
increased to $275,000 in the Fiscal Year 
2014 Department of Business and Economic 
Development (DBED) budget. These 
additional dollars will enable MIDC to create 
more jobs in Maryland.  

We were also instrumental in the securing of two 
bond bills: $150,000 for the Jewish Foundation 
for Group Homes (JFGH) and $350,000 for the 
Charles E. Smith Life Communities (CESLC) 
for renovations to the Wasserman Residence. 
We appreciate our legislators in District 19 and 
District 16, for their efforts in securing these 
much needed funds.

top to bottom: Maryland District 16 Senator 
Brian Frosh welcomes participants at Maryland 
Advocacy Day

Senior Government Relations Associate Ashlie  
Bagwell briefs participants at Maryland  
Advocacy Day
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Policy Initiatives

We had an extensive legislative agenda during 
the 2013 legislative session.  

•	 Senate Bill 281/House Bill 294 – Firearm 
Safety Act of 2013. For many years, the 
JCRC has strongly supported gun control 
legislation and advocated for reasonable 
regulations on the purchase, sale and pos-
session of firearms. This year, we supported 
the Governor’s bill and all measures to 
control and reduce the manufacture, sale 
and possession of high-capacity ammuni-
tion clips and to increase enforcement of 
gun sale regulations. This position on gun 
control is deeply rooted in the Jewish belief 
in the sanctity of life and abhorrence of 
senseless violence.  The bill passed and was 
signed into law.  

•	 Senate Bill 276/House Bill 295 – Death Pen-
alty Repeal-Substation of Life without the 
Possibility of Parole. We strongly supported 
this Administration bill to repeal the death 
penalty. The bill passed, making Maryland 
the 17th state to officially outlaw the death 
penalty.  

•	 Senate Bill 811/House Bill 877  
Procurement-Investment Activities in  
Iran-Board of Public Works Authority 
to Adopt Regulations. This bill further 
strengthens regulations that monitor and 
restrict investments that would benefit the 
state of Iran. The legislation provides a 
mechanism for tracking and implementing 
new federal legislation relating to Iran divest-
ment and sanctions. The bill passed easily.  

•	 House Bill 590 – Alcoholic Beverages-Direct 
Shipment Kosher or Sacramental Wine 
Sold at Retail. This bill would have allowed 
Marylanders to purchase kosher wine over 
the internet from an online retailer, such as 
kosherwine.com, and have it shipped directly 
to their homes. After much discussion with 
stakeholders and legislators about potential 
amendments, the bill stalled, failing to 
move beyond the committee to which it 
was assigned. We will be discussing the best 
strategy to move forward on this issue.  

•	 Senate Bill40/House Bill 171 Motor Vehicle 
Administration Organ Donation Presumed 
Consent. This bill would have changed 
Maryland’s organ donation program from 
an opt –in program to an opt-out program. 
We were concerned that the bill would affect 
poorly-informed citizens who did not have 
the opportunity to give consent. We worked 
closely with Agudath Israel to try to include 
amendments to ensure all citizens, especially 
youth and seniors, would be well-informed 
about organ donation and the opt-out 
process. Ultimately, this bill never made it 
out of committee. 

The Jewish Community Relations Council has 
always been a strong supporter of both public 
and non-public education, and we believe that 
every child in Maryland should receive a quality 
education. This year we supported increased 
funding opportunities for early childhood 
education programs, like Race to the Tots, and 
allocating state dollars towards a digital learning 
initiative. These initiatives are ongoing. 

The Jewish community strongly advocated 
for efforts to eliminate human trafficking in 
Maryland. We joined with other communities 
of faith to provide support and assistance for 
victims of human trafficking as well as to crimi-
nalize all aspects of trafficking. We supported 
a number of bills that were introduced this year.

Above Top to Bottom: David Gamse,  
Chief Executive Officer for the Jewish Council  
for the Aging, second from left, with attendees  
at Maryland Advocacy Day.

Rabbi Arnold Saltzman, Kamal Cohen, and  
Barry Cohen at Maryland Advocacy Day

Shelley Honikman with JCRC Board Member  
Sheldon Klein at Maryland Advocacy Day

right: Maryland Treasurer Nancy Kopp
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Annapolis Advocacy Day

A record 140 participants, including 62 resi-
dents from Leisure World, attended this year’s 
Advocacy Day, lobbying for Jewish funding, 
repeal of the death penalty, tougher gun control 
laws and easier accessibility to kosher wines. We 
met with lawmakers and hosted a reception for 
legislators and members of the community.  A 
special thank you to Fred Shapiro for mobiliz-
ing the Leisure World community to join us.

Montgomery County  
Advocacy Day 

The JCRC secured $858,121 for Jewish institu-
tions in the Montgomery County Executive‘s 
Budget, a 50% increase from last year. Ben-
eficiaries of this funding include the Charles 
E. Smith Life Communities, Jewish Coalition 
Against Domestic Abuse, Jewish Community 
Center of Greater Washington, Jewish Council 
for the Aging, Jewish Federation of Greater 
Washington, Jewish Foundation for Group 
Homes, Jewish Social Service Agency and the 
Maryland/Israel Development Center. These 
funds will be used to support, among other 
things, clinical social services, employment 
training, senior nutrition programs, commu-
nity transportation, and economic development 
between Maryland and Israel. 

Parlor Meetings 

The Maryland Commission held parlor 
meetings in Districts 14, 15, 16, 17, 19 
and 39, hosted by Margie and Ron Glancz, 
Karen and Bobby Epstein, Sara and Michael 
Friedman, Barbara Zakheim and Ron Kleinfeldt 
and Judy and Sheldon Klein. As always, our 
elected officials were receptive to our agenda, 
which included support for Jewish agency 
funding, health care, affordable housing and 
environmental issues.

Guardrail 

The JCRC successfully lobbied for the State of 
Maryland to install a guardrail on the Rockville 
property of the Aish Hatorah synagogue and 
Alef Beit Montessori School. The guardrail was 
installed in response to an accident occurring 
in January when a car slid down the lawn and 
crashed into the playground. Thankfully, no one 
was in the playground at the time. The new rail 
should prevent such accidents in the future.

clockwise from left: Montgomery County 
Council Member Roger Berliner listens to residents 
of District 1 at Montgomery County Advocacy Day
 
Maryland State Delegate Sam Arora

Montgomery County District 3 Council Member  
Phil Andrews

Government Relations
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Virginia Commission

Advocacy in Richmond

Virginia holds the shortest legislative session in 
the country — only 45 days in odd-numbered 
years. Yet in that short time, legislators reviewed 
more than 3,000 bills, passing more than 800. 
The JCRC, the only Jewish organization with 
a full-time presence in Richmond, hosted a 
legislative reception bringing our legislative 
agenda to 18 officials. We tracked 110 bills 
for the Jewish community and brought more 
than 50 committed community leaders to 
meet with the governor, attorney general and 
40 state delegates and senators from our region 
on Advocacy Day. Our JCRC coordinated 
advocacy efforts with Virginia’s three other 
Jewish Federation communities, in Richmond, 
Tidewater and the Virginia Peninsula, and with 
smaller Jewish communities throughout the 
Commonwealth. 

Protecting Religious Freedom

We remained a leading voice on First 
Amendment issues of religious freedom 
and successfully defeated two constitutional 
amendments and one bill that would have 
eroded this cherished principle. Leading an 
interfaith coalition, the JCRC helped defeat 
two proposed constitutional amendments; 
1) to replace the individual right to religious 
expression with an ambiguous “people’s right,” 
and 2) to permit public prayer by government 
representatives in their official capacity.

Protecting Social Services & 
Medicaid Expansion

The JCRC joined dozens of nonprofits, health 
associations and faith partners in calling for 
Medicaid expansion in Virginia. Pundits 
expressed skepticism about the fate of this 
legislation, which faced initial opposition from 
some senior leaders including the Governor, 
Attorney General and House Speaker. Influenced 
by a strong grassroots campaign, including 
JCRC advocacy, the General Assembly decided 
to allow Medicaid expansion alongside Medicaid 
reform efforts. A group of eight — four delegates 
and four senators —has been appointed to 
continue working on both of these efforts.

Other Issues

Among our other successes in Virginia in 2013:

•	The JCRC helped ensure that robust 
funding of $177,000 attained last year 
in the Virginia General Assembly for the 
Virginia Israel Advisory Board (VIAB) 
continued for a second year.

•	The JCRC supported legislation that 
criminalizes the exploitation of incapacitated 
senior citizens and strengthens anti-bullying 
and human trafficking safeguards. 

•	The JCRC will continue to advocate for in-
state tuition for children of undocumented 
immigrants and for restitution for Virginia 
victims of forced sterilizations from the 
1920’s through the 1970’s. 

Virginia Goes to Washington

This year the JCRC brought 30 leaders from 
Northern Virginia, Jewish agency executives 
and representatives from the Federations of 
Tidewater and the Virginia Peninsula to meet 
with members of Congress and their staff. 
Working with the Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA), as well as the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) 
and the Jewish Council for Public Affairs 
(JCPA), we urged our elected officials to retain 
the charitable tax deduction and to support 
the Older Americans Act, foreign aid and 
sanctions against Iran. 

Throughout the year, the JCRC also served 
on Senator Mark Warner’s Interfaith 
Advisory Council, which maintains a 
dialogue between the Senator and the 
Virginia faith community, especially on 
human services and the federal budget.

TOP to bottom: Participants at Virginia  
Advocacy Day

Members of Hadassah in Richmond

Virginia Israel Advisory Board Chairman Mel 
Chaskin with Virginia Governor Robert McDonnell

Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli at  
Virginia Advocacy Day
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D.C. Commission

Advocacy

The JCRC participated in the Jews United for 
Justice’s Labor Seder, which focused on the 
need for paid sick leave. The JCRC also joined 
representatives of the InterFaith Conference of 
Metropolitan Washington (IFC) in distributing 
the IFC’s updated booklets of Emergency Food 
& Shelter resources to the mayor and D.C. 
Council officials.

Leadership Series in D.C. 

The JCRC continues to bring together 
representatives of D.C. Jewish institutions with 
elected officials and community leaders. This year 
we hosted an event with Mayor Vincent Gray’s 
chief of staff, Chris Murphy, at the D.C. Jewish 
Community Center (DC JCC); an evening 
program with Council Member and mayoral 
candidate Muriel Bowser at Temple Sinai and 
a program with newly elected at-large Council 
Member David Grosso at Temple Micah. 

Holiday Celebration

 Mayor Vincent Gray once again requested that 
the JCRC host a Hanukkah candle-lighting 
ceremony and participate in a winter celebra-
tion at the Wilson Building. Among the 100 
attendees for the Hanukah lighting were the 
Mayor, Chairman Phil Mendelson, Coun-
cil Members, D.C. Attorney General Irvin 
Nathan, numerous rabbis and leaders of Jewish 
organizations. 

Security — Maryland,  
Virginia and D.C.
In partnership with The Jewish Federation 
of Greater Washington (JFGW) and the 
Anti-Defamation League (ADL), the JCRC 
hosted several security briefings for Jewish 
institutions in Maryland, Virginia and D.C. 
The briefings, including sessions held in the 
aftermath of the shootings at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Connecticut, brought 
together local police chiefs and precinct com-
manders, FBI agents, intelligence experts and 
security consultants to discuss how organi-
zations can assess and respond to security 
threats. Experts presented workshops on  
ways to keep Jewish organizations safe— 
from writing security protocols for organiza-
tions to preparing congregants and children 
for emergencies. The JCRC and The Jewish 
Federation of Greater Washington worked 
collaboratively throughout the year maintain-
ing our community’s vigilance and serving as 
a liaison to area law enforcement. 

Nonprofit Homeland  
Security Grant

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) makes federal funds available to local 
nonprofits for security needs at private institu-
tions. The JCRC continues to be the point of 
contact for nonprofit security grants, guiding 
synagogues and Jewish organizations through 
the application process with workshops 
taught by The Jewish Federation of Greater 
Washington’s director of security. A total of 
seven grants were awarded in the cumulative 
amount of $516,420. 

Letter to Chiefs of Police

JCRC Executive Director Ron Halber and 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Washing-
ton Executive Vice President Steve Rakitt 
sent letters to the chiefs of police in Mont-
gomery County, D.C., Fairfax and Alex-
andria requesting police presence at Jewish 
community institutions in the event of a 
military conflict between Israel and Iran. 
Plans and procedures are in place to protect 
our community if needed. 

above: Washington D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray at 
Super Sunday

Bottom LEFT:  Washington D.C. Ward 3  
representative Mary Cheh at Super Sunday
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Candidate Forums  
and Debates

Presidency

The JCRC partnered with The Israel Project to 
host a Presidential Candidate Surrogate Debate 
in Virginia. Robert Wexler, a former member 
of Congress, represented President Obama, 
while Dov Zakheim, a former Undersecretary of 
Defense, represented Republican challenger Mitt 
Romney. CBS News Radio correspondent Dan 
Raviv moderated the program, which drew more 
than 250 people to hear the candidates’ perspec-
tives on American policy in the Middle East. 
Topics included the Iranian threat, the United 
States-Israel relationship, the Arab Spring and 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. 

The JCRC hosted a Lunch & Learn Discussion 
together with American Friends of Tel Aviv 
University.  Daniel Zisenwine, a research fellow 
at Tel Aviv University’s Moshe Dayan Center 
for Middle Eastern and African Studies and a 
visiting professor at the U.S. Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, presented the Arab view of the 
presidential election. Ron Glancz, a JCRC past 
president, hosted the event at Venable LLP.

The JCRC held two post-election conference 
calls to brief the community. The first featured 
Bill Schneider, a leading U.S. political 
analyst, who discussed U.S. domestic issues 
vital to the Jewish community as well as 
analyzed the upcoming elections. The second 
featured Noam Neusner, an experienced 
communications strategist, who presented a 
post-election analysis about the Jewish vote.

U.S. Senate Candidates

Two former governors, Democrat Tim Kaine 
and Republican George Allen, vied for the open 
U.S. Senate seat in Virginia. The JCRC Execu-
tive Director Ron Halber moderated a breakfast 
talk with Allen and a lunch program with Kaine. 
Both candidates displayed strong pro-Israel 
credentials and support for the Virginia Israel 
Advisory Board. They responded to questions 
on the economy and the deficit, support for 
social services, and balancing the need for energy 
security with environmental concerns. 

D.C. Forum

A JCRC forum for an at-large City Council seat 
drew six candidates and an audience of 150 to 
the Washington D.C. Jewish Community Center 
(DC JCC). The Washington Post termed the event 
a “turning point”, as it highlighted the distinctions 
among the candidates on the issue of paid sick 
leave for service employees, a key priority for Jews 
United for Justice, a JCRC member organization. 

Congressional Debate

The JCRC hosted the only Montgomery 
County debate between Republican Roscoe 
Bartlett and his Democratic challenger, John 
Delaney, for Maryland’s District 6 Congressional 
seat. Bruce De Puyt, producer and host of News 
Channel 8’s “News Talk,” moderated the event. 
Washington Post columnist Robert McCartney 
and Washington Jewish Week editor Phil Jacobs 
were panelists, asking a wide range of questions.

Ballot Questions

In Virginia, the JCRC urged voters to sup-
port Question 2. This constitutional amend-
ment gives the legislature greater flexibility 
in scheduling its mandatory veto sessions, 
which have often occurred during the Passover 
holiday. Voters overwhelmingly supported the 
amendment. In the District, we asked voters to 
support a ballot initiative on budget autonomy, 
and 78% of them responded favorably.  In 
Maryland, we supported the Maryland Dream 
Act, the Civil Marriage Protection Act and 
the Montgomery County Charter Amend-
ment to Expand County Hiring for People 
with Physical and Cognitive Disabilities. Past 
President Harvey Reiter and Executive Director 
Ron Halber coauthored an op-ed calling on 
Montgomery County’s Jewish voters to sup-
port these positions. We provided constituents 
with the official ballot text, summaries of the 
JCRC positions and links to additional election 
resources.  All three measures passed.  

above: Super Sunday participants with  
Washington D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray.
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Israel Advocacy and International Affairs

From training grass roots activists to encouraging pro-Israel  
public opinion in Greater Washington; from briefing community  
leaders about the ever-changing Middle East to galvanizing activists 
to speak out for Israel, the JCRC’s Israel Action Center (IAC)  
continues to take bold action on behalf of Israel.  Now staffed by two 
full-time employees, the JCRC’s Israel Action Center is dedicated  
to expanding our agency’s capacity to dramatically improve  
grass-roots support for Israel in Greater Washington. 

Israel Advocacy and International Affairs

Keeping the Community  
Informed 

The Israel Action Center’s new Conference Call 
series offered timely telephone briefings to over 
1,000 members of the community. The calls 
featured top experts from our nation’s think 
tanks and diplomatic corps. Topics included 
Operation Pillar of Defense, the Israeli 
elections, the crisis in Syria, the secular-religious 
divide and reconciliation in Israel, and the 
U.S.-Israeli relationship. Speakers included the 
Israeli Embassy’s head of regional affairs Oren 
Marmerstein; Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy Fellows David Makovsky, Michael 
Eisenstadt, Matthew Levitt and Andrew Tabler; 
chairman of the Department of Political 
Science at Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Reuven Hazan; former Silver Spring resident 
and the Knesset’s only American-born member 
MK Rabbi Dov Lipman; the American Jewish 
Committee’s Rabbi Noam Marans; and Israel’s 
former ambassador to the United States Itamar 
Rabinovich. 

Legislative Advocacy

The JCRC continues to encourage Maryland 
and Virginia elected officials to support legisla-
tion in favor of a strong U.S.-Israel relation-
ship and a world free of the threat of a nuclear 
armed Iran. Hundreds of activists heeded our 
calls to action and wrote to their members of 
Congress in support of pro-Israel legislation. 

above: Holocaust Survivor Jacques Fine speaking 
to JCRC Israel Action Center Director Arielle Poleg 
and JCRC Director for D.C. and Northern Virginia 
Debbie Linick at the United States Holocaust  
Memorial Museum; the JCRC sponsored the day 
for educators
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Preventing a Nuclear Armed Iran

JCRC activists wrote to Senators Ben Cardin, 
Barbara Mikulski and Mark Warner and Rep-
resentatives Gerry Connolly and Frank Wolf to 
thank them for co-sponsoring Senate Resolu-
tion 380 and House Resolution 568. These 
bipartisan resolutions affirmed that it is U.S. 
policy to prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear 
weapons capability and to reject containment 
as an option. Activists also urged Senator Jim 
Webb and Representatives Donna Edwards, 
Steny Hoyer, Chris Van Hollen and Eleanor 
Holmes Norton to cosponsor the resolutions. 
Both versions of the resolution noted that stop-
ping Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapons 
capability constitutes “a vital national interest.” 

We thanked our senators for sending a clear 
and important warning with Senate Resolution 
65 that we will not stand for a nuclear-armed 
Iran and that the U.S. will support our ally, 
Israel, in defending itself from the threat of a 
nuclear Iran. This bipartisan piece of legislation 
passed by a vote of 99-0.  

The US-Israel Relationship

JCRC activists urged and thanked their sena-
tors for cosponsoring the United States-Israel 
Enhanced Security Cooperation Act of 2012 
(S.R. 2165), which recommends ways to 
strengthen U.S.-Israel strategic cooperation in 
such fields as missile defense, homeland secu-
rity, energy, intelligence and cyber-security. 

Operation Pillar of Defense

When Israel engaged in defensive measures to 
stop the indiscriminate rocket fire from Hamas 
terrorists in the Gaza strip, the JCRC mobilized 
its activists. We provided talking points so that 
educated constituents could take action on 
Israel’s behalf. 

•	To keep its activists informed on the latest 
developments during the crisis in Israel, the 
JCRC hosted conference calls with Israeli 
government representatives and American 
think tank analysts. 

•	The JCRC used email and social media to 
keep its activists informed, engaged and 
mobilized. 

•	Throughout the operation, the JCRC created 
plans to secure local Jewish institutions in the 
event of new crises and increased our ability 
to rally support for Israel.

•	The JCRC, in conjunction with The Jewish 
Federation of Greater Washington, solicited 
donations to help care for those affected in 
Israel, including providing meals to isolated 
elderly, psychological trauma counseling to 
citizens of Israel, and activities to children 
living under siege in bomb shelters.

The JCRC encouraged our advocates to reach 
out to their elected officials urging them to 
support resolutions in support of Israel during 
the crisis. Activists called the House and the 
Senate to thank members who unanimously 
passed resolutions (S.R. 599 and H.R. 813) 
expressing strong support for Israel as it 
defended itself from Hamas rocket attacks 
against civilians. We thanked our members of 
Congress for supporting Israel’s right to self-
defense and for their financial support of the 
Iron Dome missile defense system

TOP: JCRC Director of Israel Action Center and 
International Affairs Arielle Poleg

ABOVE: A poster from the Brown Bag Lunch Series

BELOW RIGHT: Chanukah candle lighting with   
Washington D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray
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Israel Trip 2012

In July of 2013, the JCRC arranged a mission 
to Israel for John Delaney, then the Democratic 
Nominee for Maryland’s 8th Congressional 
District. The JCRC was represented by Vice 
President Michael Friedman and Executive Di-
rector Ron Halber. The group took a helicopter 
tour to get a strategic look at the Jewish state 
and visited the city of Sderot to see the impact 
of Hamas rockets fired into Israel from Gaza. 
The delegation met with many high level Israe-
lis including Deputy Foreign Minister Daniel 
Ayalon; Governor of the Bank of Israel Stanley 
Fischer; Israeli Supreme Court Judge Elyakim 
Rubinstein; prominent Israeli political and 
military analysts; and leaders in the business 
and nonprofit sectors.

Greater Washington Forum on 
Israeli Arab Issues (GWFIAI)

As a member of the steering committee of the 
Greater Washington Forum on Israeli Arab 
Issues (GWFIAI), the JCRC co-sponsored the 
GWFIAI’s third annual Community Educa-
tion Day. Two hundred community members 
attended “Israel: Building a Shared Society,” 
focusing on issues affecting Arab citizens of 
Israel and civic equality in the Jewish state. 
Among the workshops were Arab Citizens 
of Israel 2013: An Introductory Overview; 
Education for Shared Living; Arab Mobil-
ity and The Glass Ceiling; Public and Private 
Efforts Towards Economic Parity; Avoda Aravit 
(Arab Labor): Shared Society Through Israel’s 
Most Popular Sitcom; and How to Integrate 
the Topic of Arab Citizens of Israel into Jewish 
Education. Noam Katz, the Israeli Embassy’s 
Minister of Public Diplomacy; Elie Rekhess, 
Visiting Crown Chair in Middle East Studies at 
Northwestern University; and Forsan Hussein, 
CEO of the Jerusalem International YMCA, 
provided remarks.  

We also hosted a lunch program to discuss how 
an Israeli non-profit is working to increase em-
ployment opportunities for Arab students. The 
guest speakers were leaders from the non-profit 
Kav Mashve, Yael Kohn-Sharon and Kheir 
Abdel Razek.

Israel in the media

The Israel Action Center’s media communica-
tions group monitors local and national news 
coverage of Israel and responds when bias is 
detected. JCRC activists sent letters to The 
Washington Post to protest anti-Israel bias when 
the paper displayed prominently on the front 
page a horrific photograph of a Palestinian 
father holding his deceased his child taken out 
of context and without a balanced perspective. 
This letter-writing campaign was such a success 
that it prompted a response from the paper’s 
ombudsman on the editorial page of The 
Washington Post.

The media communications group also acted 
when the Newseum, planning its annual 
Journalists Memorial Rededication Ceremony,  
announced its plan to honor two photogra-
phers, Hussam Salama and Mahmoud al-Kumi, 
who were killed in an Israeli air strike in Gaza. 
When killed, they were working for Al-Aqsa 
Television, the media arm of Hamas, a group 
recognized by the U.S. government as a terror-
ist organization. Moments before the ceremony 
was to begin, Newseum officials announced 
that they had reconsidered their decision to 
honor the two members of Hamas’ propaganda 
wing. After fielding criticism from the JCRC 
and other activists, the museum decided to 
uphold the integrity of its memorial by exclud-
ing the slain terrorists and honoring those who 
truly lost their lives in pursuit of a free press. 

Israel Advocacy and International Affairs

TOP to bottom: Washington D.C. Mayor Vincent 
Gray at the D.C. Chanukah Candle Lighting

Maryland Congressman John Delaney in Jerusalem 
with the JCRC
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Interfaith Outreach

The JCRC partnered with the Embassy of Israel 
and the American Jewish Committee (AJC) 
to host a briefing with Israeli diplomats for 
Christian clergy of Greater Washington.  The 
lunch program included discussion of next steps 
to build a relationship between the Jewish and 
Christian communities in Greater Washington 
and ways to create positive public opinion about 
Israel amongst our Christian partners. 

The JCRC held a program to showcase the 
work of the Israeli non-profit Hagar, working 
to bridge the gap between the Jewish and Arab 
communities through bilingual education.  
“Coexistence in Israel: Hagar’s Jewish-Arab 
Education for Equality” featured Lauren 
Joseph, Hagar’s Director of Development and 
Public Relations, who discussed the bilingual 
and multicultural school that brings together 
Arab and Jewish children in the Negev.

Brown Bag Lunch Series 

The JCRC, together with the American 
Jewish Committee (AJC) and the American 
Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists at 
the law firm of Stinson Morrison Hecker, 
continues to host an ongoing speakers series, 
chaired by Past President Harvey Reiter. This 
year’s lunches have featured expert speakers 
addressing such Israel-related topics as:  

•	The Role and Use of Polling and Surveys 
in Educating the Public About Israel 
with Lauren Appelbaum, director of U.S. 
Communications for The Israel Project; 

•	Promoting Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation: A Look at Israel’s Model  with 
Roni Einav, former Major in the Israel 
Defense Forces and a high-tech industry 
entrepreneur; 

Israel@65

The JCRC hosted Middle East Forums in both 
Maryland and Virginia in honor of Israel’s 
65th birthday. A panel discussion at the Jewish 
Community Center of Greater Washington fea-
tured Ambassador Dennis Ross, Dr. Kenneth 
Pollack of the Brookings Institution, and Barry 
Bogage, Executive Director of the Maryland/
Israel Development Center. The panelists 
discussed Israel’s foreign policy, security and 
economy. At the Jewish Community Center of 
Northern Virginia, Yaacov Fisher, founder of 
Israel Business Information Services (I-Biz), the 
leading interface between the global business 
community and the Israeli economy, spoke 
about The State of Israel’s Economy: Chal-
lenges Amidst Growth.

The JCRC worked with the Virginia House of 
Delegates to host a Center Aisle Ceremony in 
honor of Israel’s 65th anniversary. Thanks to 
the efforts of Virginia Senators Adam Ebbin 
and Dick Saslaw, Delegate Eileen Filler-Corn 
and House Speaker William Howell, both the 
House and Senate passed resolutions honoring 
Israel.   

Power Lunch

The Israel Action Center partnered with The 
Jewish Federation of Greater Washington 
in sponsoring The Network Power Lunch: 
Executives Making a Difference Educating, 
Engaging, and Advocating for Israel. Panelists 
Wayne Firestone, CEO of Hillel International; 
Steve Kuperberg, Executive Director of Israel 
on Campus Coalition; and Jennifer Laszlo Miz-
rahi, founder of The Israel Project, discussed Is-
rael education, engagement and advocacy with 
more than 100 members of the community.

Above: Middle East Forum speakers Barry Bogage, 
Executive Director, Maryland/Israel Development 
Center;  Dr. Kenneth M. Pollack, Senior Fellow, 
Foreign Policy, Saban Center for Middle East Policy, 
The Brookings Institution; and Ambassador Dennis 
Ross, Counselor, The Washington Institute For Near 
East Policy;

right: Dr. Daniel Zisenwine, a Research Fellow 
at Tel Aviv University’s Moshe Dayan Center, led 
a discussion on the Arab World’s perspective on 
the upcoming US Presidential Election at a Brown 
Bag Lunch
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clockwise from top: Bonnie Berger, cousin 
of slain Israeli athlete David Berger, lights Yahrzeit 
candles in memory of the victims.

Photographs of the 11 murdered Israeli athletes in 
Munich in October, 1972

Jewish Federation of Greater Washington Chief 
Executive Officer Steve Rakitt provides remarks at 
the Remembering the Munich 11 program

Remembering those murdered at the Remembering 
the Munich 11 program

•	Israel, A New Middle East and The Role of 
Western Democracies with Major General 
Noam Tibon, IDF, who heads the IDF 
Northern Command, and Colonel Richard 
Kemp, Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire (Ret.), former commander 
of British Forces in Afghanistan; moderated 
by Sergeant Benjamin Anthony, Combat 
Reservist, IDF; and

•	The Role of Israel’s Civil Rights Bar in 
Protecting Equal Rights, Civil Liberties and 
Democracy with Carmel Pomerantz and 
Samar Qudha Tannous, 2012-13 New Israel 
Fund Fellows at Washington College of Law, 
American University 

Public Statements

The JCRC, together with The Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Washington, issued timely press 
releases alerting the community to terror at-
tacks in Israel or against Jews around the world 
and expressing solidarity with the State of Israel 
and the global Jewish community. 

In each instance, we alerted the community 
about what had happened, sadly mourned the 
loss of life, expressed shock and outrage at the 
acts of terror, offered prayers to the victims and 
their families, and reiterated that we stand with 
Israel in its fight against terror. 

Israel Advocacy and International Affairs

Remembering the Munich 11

This year marked 40 years since the murder 
of 11 Israeli athletes by terrorists at the 1972 
Olympics. Since then, the bereaved families 
repeatedly have asked the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) to observe a minute of 
silence in memory of the Munich 11 at the 
opening ceremonies, but the IOC continually 
refused. In 2012, the JCRC took action: 

•	We urged constituents to sign a petition 
organized by the widow of one of the 
murdered athletes. It was signed by over 
111,000 individuals. 

•	We encouraged activists to participate in a 
social media campaign to petition the IOC.

•	We partnered with the Embassy of Israel to 
hold a memorial for the slain athletes on the 
40th anniversary of their deaths at the Jewish 
Community Center of Greater Washington. 
Two hundred members paid tribute to the 
11 Israeli athletes murdered by Palestinian 
terrorists. Governor Martin O’Malley sent 
a proclamation; Senators Ben Cardin and 
Barbara Mikulski sent letters. Widow Ankie 
Spitzer, whose husband, Andre, was the 
Israeli fencing coach, participated via video 
from Munich. Bonnie Berger, cousin of 
murdered Israeli weightlifter David Berger, 
led a moment of silence and lit yahrzeit 
candles in memory of the victims. 
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Advocacy on Behalf of  
Alan Gross

Maryland resident Alan Gross has been incar-
cerated since his arrest in Cuba in December 
2009, where he was working with the island 
nation’s tiny Jewish community to improve 
Internet access. The JCRC has been working 
tirelessly for Alan’s release on humanitarian 
grounds for over 3 years. In advocating for 
Alan’s freedom, the JCRC continues to host an 
ongoing weekly vigil outside the Cuban Inter-
section in D.C. as well as maintain a Facebook 
page to bring awareness to Alan’s plight. 

The JCRC spearheaded a national petition 
which secured over 500 signatures from Rabbis. 
Another petition circulated through the Senate 
garnering over 40 signatures.

Alan is the first recipient of the JCRC’s new 
Legal Defense Fund, created to help defray 
legal costs of Jews whom the JCRC deems to be 
wrongly incarcerated. 

top to bottom:  Maryland Congressman Chris 
Van Hollen speaks at the Third Anniversary Vigil for 
Alan Gross

Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater 
Washington Executive Director Ron Halber provides 
remarks at the Third Anniversary Vigil for Alan Gross
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Education

The JCRC provides a wide variety of resources for schools to help 
ensure a welcoming environment for Jewish students and students 
of all backgrounds. We take proactive measures to reach out to 
educators, parents, students and the community at large through 
targeted initiatives.  

Advocacy 

Following successful advocacy efforts in support 
of education tax credit legislation in Virginia in 
2013, we worked with Virginia Department of 
Education officials to draft regulations. Gesher 
Jewish Day School in Fairfax continues to work 
under the new system to benefit low-income 
families interested in enrolling their students.

Resources for Teachers  
and Administrators

The JCRC works with 12 different school 
districts and civic institutions to provide 
resources to teachers and administrators. 
We distribute a holiday calendar that helps 
schools avoid scheduling major school events 
during religious holidays and a “Guidelines 
on Religion in the Public Schools” document 
with current information for teachers, 
students and parents regarding their First 
Amendment rights and responsibilities. 

At Social Studies Conferences in Maryland 
and Virginia, the JCRC hosts resource booths 
offering materials to educators. In addition, we 
partner with the Virginia Holocaust Museum, 
which offers teacher training institutes. These 
conferences create an opportunity for the JCRC 
to connect with dozens of area educators and to 
distribute lesson plans related to Jews, Judaism, 
the Holocaust, Israel and the Middle East. We also 
work with the Institute of Curriculum Services 
(ICS) to review curricula and textbooks being 
used in our region. A similar effort in Virginia a 
few years ago resulted in more than 1,000 changes 
to curriculum and textbook drafts. 

Above: Holocaust survivor Ruth Kohn speaks  
to a group of eighth graders at Gesher Jewish  
Day School.

Education

Finally, the JCRC works closely with the 
Education Directors Councils in Greater 
Washington and in Northern Virginia to ensure 
our programs benefit synagogue religious 
education and Jewish students in general.
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Resources for Parents  
and Students

The JCRC’s “Parent Advocate Workshops” 
(formerly “Proud to be Jewish in the Public 
Schools”) train parents to work collaboratively 
with schools to address bullying and other 
issues. More than 70 individuals attended the 
program organized at Temple Rodef Shalom 
in November 2012. The JCRC, Jewish Social 
Service Agency (JSSA) and Partnership for 
Jewish Life and Learning (PJLL) gave briefings 
on “Do’s and Don’ts” of religious expression 
in public schools, what to do if your child is 
being bullied and how to create a proud Jewish 
identity in the home. The JCRC organizes this 
program twice annually. Temple Sinai in D.C. 
has been invited to host the next program. 

In addition, the JCRC provides extensive Holo-
caust education programming (see Holocaust, 
p 21–23).

Community Incidents

On a case-by-case basis, the JCRC works with 
families and students to resolve issues in the 
schools, ranging from scheduling conflicts 
to inaccurate teaching of the Middle East to 
incidents of bullying. The JCRC addressed 
more than 40 incidents in schools and civic 
institutions in 2012-13 with the largest surge 
occurring during the High Holy Days. In half 
of these incidents, the JCRC advised rabbis or 
individuals on the best ways to address schedul-
ing conflicts or assisted in resolving conflicts. 
Two incidents involved alerting police to 
vandalism or threatening literature. Other inci-
dents included the exclusion of a student from 
acceptance into a competitive extracurricular 
program run by a private nonprofit because 
she couldn’t participate in an event held on 
Kol Nidre; airing of anti-Semitic programming 
on public access TV; and bullying incidents at 
a local middle school. The JCRC took steps 
towards resolutions in each of these cases.

In our efforts to respond to community  
incidents, the JCRC works with synagogues, 
the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Washington’s security 
director,  local schools, law enforcement, legal 
resources, and civic institutions to ensure a safe 
and welcoming environment for individuals of 
all backgrounds. 

above: JCRC Education Associate Steve Adleberg 
speaking at Proud To Be Jewish In The Public 
Schools in Virginia
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Social Justice and Intergroup Activities

As the public voice of the Greater Washington Jewish community,  
the JCRC engages in a variety of outreach efforts to interfaith groups, 
creating partnerships around shared issues of advocacy and social 
justice concerns. 

Social Justice and Intergroup Activities

above: Hayfield Secondary School students 
performing at their first International Night

Ruth Fellowship

The JCRC, in conjunction with Jews United 
for Justice (JUFJ) and the Jewish Council for 
Public Affairs (JCPA) and with support from 
the Naomi and Nehemiah Cohen Foundation, 
has developed The Ruth Fellowship. This Fel-
lowship is a two-year program to train and sup-
port social justice lay leaders in engaging their 
fellow congregants to make real change in our 
region on issues of food justice. Working with 
JUFJ and JCPA, we are creating a model that 
can be implemented throughout the country.  

During the past year’s nine-month training 
program, congregational lay leaders learned 
skills for community organizing, advocacy and 
community relations; studied the intersection 
of Judaism, food and justice; and explored the 
core issues of food justice. 

In the coming months, these leaders will design 
and implement synagogue programming. The 
programs will be dedicated to reducing hunger 
in our region; enabling access to healthy and 
affordable food; encouraging environmentally 
sustainable farming; and promoting safe work-
places and fair wages for all food production 
workers, from farmers to restaurant workers. 
They will spend the year working with their 
synagogue communities to address the causes  
of food injustice. 

Interfaith Advocacy

The JCRC worked with an interfaith group 
convened by Catholic Charities, to advocate in 
the D.C. City Council for additional funding 
vital to programs supporting those in need. 
JCRC representatives joined leaders from other 
faith communities to express the moral im-
perative to help vulnerable citizens with rental 
assistance, disability insurance and assistance 
for the homeless.

In Maryland, the JCRC participated in the 
Maryland Interfaith Legislative Coalition to 
learn more about the concerns of other faith 
groups regarding legislative issues in Maryland, 
to deepen relations with these faith communi-
ties and to work together for common con-
cerns. We participated in the Industrial Areas 
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Top to bottom: Community members supporting 
the Rally to End Gun Violence in Annapolis

Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley speaking at the 
Rally to End Gun Violence

Leisure World members supporting the Rally to End 
Gun Violence

Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley and Lieutenant 
Governor Anthony Brown celebrate Passover at the 
Governor’s mansion

Foundation Dream Act Campaign Kick Off 
and a briefing on Maryland legislative issues for 
area rabbis.

In Virginia, the JCRC worked with interfaith 
partners to defeat “anti-Sharia” legislation. This 
defeated legislation would have had dangerous 
consequences for legal consideration of religious 
agreements in settling domestic matters, such as 
child custody, divorce, marriage, etc.

We partnered with the Indian American Forum 
for Political Education for a second year dur-
ing its members’ annual visit to the Virginia 
General Assembly in Richmond. At the Korean 
Community Service Center’s (KCSC) request, 
we arranged for its leadership to meet with 
Fairfax officials and longtime Jewish Commu-
nity Center of Northern Virginia  (JCC NV) 
leaders to enable the KCSC to learn from the 
JCCNV’s 1992 founding how to establish a 
building and physical presence in the region. 

Some of this year’s additional interfaith efforts 
included: 

•	Preparation of a social justice newsletter 
covering such topics as human trafficking, 
volunteer opportunities and the 
environment.

•	Participation by the JCRC’s Director of 
Social Justice and Interfaith Initiatives 
Rabbi Batya Steinlauf in a press conference 
organized by the Shoulder to Shoulder 
coalition to speak out against anti-Muslim 
advertisements placed in metro stations. 

•	The JCRC’s help in planning Mobilizing 
Our Community:  A D.C. Public Forum on 
Challenging Anti-Muslim Discrimination, 
and an Episcopal workshop focused on ways 
to initiate and sustain local interfaith relations.

•	The JCRC’s participation in and provision 
of transportation for, the Rally to End Gun 
Violence in Annapolis.

•	Rabbi Steinlauf ’s work, as president of the 
InterFaith Conference of Metropolitan 
Washington (IFC) on publications about 
Judaism and pluralism.  

•	The JCRC oversight of outreach to other 
faith communities. As a member of the 
executive committee for the Virginia 
Interfaith Center for Public Policy, the 
JCRC’s Director for D.C. and Northern 
Virginia Debbie Linick oversees outreach 
to houses of worship and faith leaders. The 
JCRC partners with interfaith organizations 
to host policy education programs on 
poverty, the environment and social justice. 
The JCRC also supported advocacy days 
hosted by our interfaith partners, including 
participation in the Hindu Community’s 
Day in Richmond.

•	Active involvement in the Virginia Interfaith 
Center  for Public Policy (VIC). At VIC’s 
30th Anniversary Gala, the JCRC’s Vice 
President Cookie Hymer Blitz was recog-
nized as a top 30 social justice maker. She 
was honored for her years of leadership on 
the Fairfax Disabilities Board and Commu-
nity Consolidated Funding Pool as well as 
her service in the local and national Jewish 
community.

•	The JCRC’s service on the Nonprofit 
Roundtables for D.C., Montgomery County, 
Virginia and Northern Virginia. 

•	Hosting visiting young international 
politicians and participation in State 
Department sponsored discussions with 
international journalists about the role 
of faith organizations in democracy and 
the electoral system. These are special 
responsibilities of a JCRC located in the 
nation’s capital.
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The JCRC continued its decades-long education and remembrance  
activities to honor the martyrs, heroes and survivors of the Holocaust. 
We provided opportunities for the Greater Washington community to 
honor those who survived the Holocaust and remember and mourn 
those who were murdered. Through our commemoration and out-
reach activities, we serve as the community’s resource to synagogues, 
students, teachers and the community at large for education on the 
Holocaust including themes of racism, genocide and the dangers of 
prejudice. We used this platform to convey the unparalleled scale and 
lingering consequences of the Holocaust to local area students. We  
assisted our community in learning how the tragedy of the Holocaust 
can be used to assist efforts to combat genocide, racism and hate.

Community Observances
For more than 30 years, the JCRC has worked 
with area synagogues, Jewish agencies and sev-
eral local Holocaust survivor organizations, to 
sponsor community-wide observances of Yom 
Ha’Shoah. Over the past half decade we have 
hosted concurrent programs in both Maryland 
and Virginia. In 2013, both programs featured 
art exhibits, moving keynote addresses, musical 
selections, communal recitations of the Holo-
caust Mourner’s Kaddish, and a multi-gener-
ational candle-lighting ceremony. The JCRC 
also included the B’nai B’rith Internationals’ 
Unto Every Person There is a Name ceremony 
as part of both the Maryland and Virginia 
commemorations. Jewish Social Service Agency 
representatives at both programs provided 
information about the support they offer to 
our community’s survivors.

Holocaust Eduction

Holocaust Education

above: Erika Robinson, Irene Rehboch, Michel 
Margosis and Ruth Kohn light the third candle at  
the Virginia Yom Ha’Shoah Commemoration

below: Jewish Federation of Greater Washington 
Chief Executive Officer Steve Rakitt, Maryland Lieuten-
ant Governor Anthony Brown, Montgomery County 
Executive Ike Leggett, and Maryland District 16 Council 
Member Susan Lee observe a moment of silence at 
the Maryland Yom Ha’Shoah Commemoration



22  Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Washington  annual report 2012 • 2013

Maryland 

Maryland’s community Yom Ha’Shoah com-
memoration hosted by the JCRC at Congre-
gation Har Shalom in Potomac drew more 
than 800 people. This year’s commemoration 
included a community artifact exhibit, original 
artwork inspired by the survival of the Jews 
during the Holocaust, and a JCRC-designed 
exhibition memorializing the destroyed com-
munities of Europe. Holocaust survivors in 
our community read original poetry; and 
95-year-old Herman Taube presented an 
original Yiddish poem, as he has done at 44 
previous commemorations. Dr. Walter Reich, 
Yitzhak Rabin Memorial Professor of Interna-
tional Affairs, Ethics, and Human Behavior at 
the George Washington University, gave the 
keynote address.  Kol Sasson, the University of 
Maryland’s Jewish a cappella group, performed 
moving musical selections. Youth participants 
from the host synagogue who were part of the 
Remember a Child program publicly honored 
children who were killed. Survivors and the 
entire community pledged to continue priori-
tizing remembrance. 

Numerous state and local elected officials, 
including Lt. Gov Anthony Brown, Attorney 
General Doug Gansler, Montgomery County 
Executive Ike Leggett, and Howard County 
Executive Ken Ulman, as well as representatives 
from the Embassy of Israel in Washington 
D.C., joined our community in remembering 
the Holocaust on this solemn day.

top to bottom:  Kol Sasson, a Jewish a cappela 
group from the University of Maryland, perform at 
the Maryland Yom Ha’Shoah Commemoration

Viewing the display of the communities destroyed 
during the Holocaust

Child of Holocaust survivors, Marilyn Falik,  
Holocaust survivor, Katie Altenberg, and 
granD.C.hild of Holocaust survivors, Jackie  
Williamowsky, light a candle of remembrance at  
the Maryland Yom Ha’Shoah Commemoration.
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Northern Virginia 

Held at the Jewish Community Center of 
Northern Virginia (JCCNV), the Virginia 
commemoration drew nearly 400 people 
and reflected on the theme of Resistance 
Through Art. The evening program featured 
original works by 11 area artists, several teens 
who had participated in Holocaust survivor 
testimony programs, and the JCCNV Sh’licha 
who presented an exhibit on “Israel & the 
Holocaust,” which was on display at the 
JCCNV from February through April. Prior to 
the community observance, Marion Deshmukh, 
a George Mason University Art historian, spoke 
on “Holocaust Art Then and Now.” 

Leaders from Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Christian, 
Mormon and other interfaith organizations 
participated side by side with rabbis in the 
community commemoration. The multi-
generational candle-lighting ceremony featured 
19 survivors, 12 children of survivors, artists, 
and diplomats from Israel, Germany and 
the U.S. State Department. Former Virginia 
Governor George Allen delivered opening 
remarks in which he reflected on learning about 
his mother’s Jewish background and Holocaust 
experiences for the first time in midlife. 

clockwise from top left: Former Virginia 
Governor and U.S. Senator George Allen opened  
the Virginia Yom Ha’Shoah Commemoration with a  
moving tribute to his mother, Holocaust survivor  
Etty Lumbroso Allen

Pledge of the Next Generation at the Virginia  
Yom Ha’Shoah Commemoration

The Maryland and Northern Virginia Sikh community 
joined in solidarity at the Virginia Yom Ha’Shoah  
Commemoration.

Holocaust survivors Marcel Drimer, Frank Cohn, 
Janine Bland and John Baer light first candle at the 
Virginia Yom Ha’Shoah Commemoration.

Community Education
As part of our Holocaust education efforts, the 
JCRC brings survivors to speak in local syna-
gogues, churches and schools. In 2013, the JCRC 
arranged for speakers to visit several synagogues 
and 14 schools in Maryland and Virginia to tell 
their survival stories of heroism and perseverance. 
We reached more than 1,400 students. For many, 
this was the first opportunity to connect person-
ally to the Holocaust through a living person. 

In 2012, the JCRC gave grants to four students 
to conduct programs to fight hatred or improve 
tolerance in their community. In January 2013, 
one of the middle school students arranged for an 
El Salvadoran civil war survivor to speak in a  
Fairfax County class, inspiring the students to 
raise funds for reconciliation in that country. 
Thanks to the JCRC’s grant in Stafford County, 
more than 100 students participated in A.G. 
Wright’s first Cultural Night, which included 
dance, costume and foods from every continent 
and more than 30 countries. 

Holocaust Eduction



24  Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Washington  annual report 2012 • 2013

0

$200,000

$400,000

$600,000

$800,000

$1,000,000

$1,200,000

Assets Liabilities Net Assets 
Unrestricted

Net Assets 
Temporarily 
Restricted

FY2011
FY2012
FY2013

Balance Sheet
The JCRC continues to have 
a strong balance sheet. Our 
assets are primarily Cash and 
Accounts Receivable from 
the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Washington (JFGW), 
for following year's allocation.  
Liabilities consist mainly of 
current bills due. Net Assets 
Temporarily Restricted 
represents funds to be 
used over a perios of time 
or for a specific purpose. 
The majority of these funds 
represent annual donations 
for the coming year's budget 
and the allocation from JFGW.

FY2011 FY2012 FY2013

Revenue
Expenses

Revenue and Expenses
Over the last three years, 
the JCRC has steadily 
grown with revenues 
exceeding expenses, 
allowing the JCRC to 
continue to fund the 
progrmas much needed 
by the community.
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Financial Review

Over the last three years, the 
JCRC has steadily grown with 
revenues exceeding expenses, 
allowing the JCRC to continue 
to fund the programs much 
needed by the community.

The JCRC continues to have  
a strong balance sheet. Our  
assets are primarily Cash  
and Accounts Receivable  
from The Jewish Federation  
of Greater Washington (JFGW),  
for following year’s allocation. 
Liabilities consist mainly of 
current bills due. Net Assets 
Temporarily Restricted  
represents funds to be  
used over a period of time  
or for a specific purpose.  
The majority of these funds  
represent annual donations 
for the coming year’s budget 
and the allocation from JFGW.
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Hilary Smith Kapner & William Kapner
Kerry Iris & Eric Kassoff
Judy & Sheldon Klein
Julie & Alan Krachman
The Honorable Peter B. Krauser &  

The Honorable Sherrie Krauser
Jocelyn & Danny Krifcher
Stuart Kurlander & David Martin
Liza & Dr. Michael Levy
Lucky & Irving Malamut
Phyllis & Philip Margolius
Tammy & Cliff Mendelson
Debra & Gerson Panitch
Dr. Orlee & Irwin Panitch
Amy & Bruce Pascal
Rabbi Amy & Gary Perlin
Anita & Arthur Polott
Rabbi Mindy Portnoy & Philip Breen
Sharis & Thorn Pozen
Walter Pozen
Amy & Daniel Prywes
Ed Rehfeld
Deborah & Michael Salzberg
Eve & Andy Stern
Karyn & Stuart Tauber
The Abell Foundation (Gilbert Sandler)
Margo & Lev Volftsun
Susan & Aaron Weinberg
Symcha & Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt
Julia Weller & Dan Hartmann
Barbara Zakheim & Ron Kleinfeldt

Supporters

Alexander & Cleaver
Cherie & Bill Artz
Brooke & Adam August
BBW Law Group
Gabriela & Leonard Bebchick
Paul Berger
Casey Berman
Vicky Berman
Loryn & Abba Blum
Faith & Dr. Philip Bobrow

Ellen & Barry Bogage
Bernice & Joel Breslau
Heidi & Ken Brotman
Anita & Ken Wolke Brooks
Sheila & Bob Budoff
Wendy Rudolph & Graeme Bush
Lisa & Jonathan Charnoff
Robyn & Jonathan Cohen
Cyna & Paul Cohen
Sarah & Richard Dine
Miriam & Steve Dubin
Eileen & Arthur Dykes
Anita & Noel Epstein
Eve & David Farber
Debra & Marvin Feuer
Carole & Barry Forman
Susan & Charles Freed
Miriam & William Galston
Lisa & Jared Genser
Gingles LLC
Sara & Paul Glashofer
Michelle & Ron Halber
Gray Plant Mooty (Sheldon Klein)
Elizabeth Williams & Marc Greidinger
Judy & Sheldon Grosberg
Marilyn & Ralph Grunewald
Marjorie & Lawrence Haas
Tamara & Dr. Harry Handelsman
Sara Jane Harris & Brian Harris
Diana & Arnie Hiller
Mindy Horowitz & Mark Mellman
Jolene & Glenn Ivey
Nancy & Steven Jacobson
Bobbie & Bill Kilberg
Risa Bender & Benjamin Klubes
Kelly & Alex Kogan
Lisa & Michael Kraft
Rebecca & Norman Krasnegor
Roselin Atzwanger & 
Edward Lenkin
Linda Dreeben & Art Lerner
Stefanie Sanders Levy & Michael Levy
Lewin & Lewin LLP
Debra Gold Linick & Michael Linick
Margie & Sheldon London
Barbara Etkind & Rabbi Jack Luxemburg
Audrey & Richard Mandell
Holly & Brad Mendelson
Barbara & Herb Mintz
Jennifer & Alan Pensler
Susan & James Pittleman
Na’ama Lewin & Jules Polonetsky
Anita & Burton Reiner
Nancy Brooks & Lawrence Rosenblum
Debbie & Edward Sagel
Evonne & Elliot Schnitzer
Elaine & Marvin Senter
Madeline & Fred Shapiro
Sheila Bennett & Steve Silverman
Ann Wimpfheimer & Eddie Snyder

Monica & Richard Sussman
Alice & Edward Tauber
Arielle & Aton Teitelbaum
Marilyn & Stefan Tucker
Susan & Bruce Turnbull
Lori & Leslie Ulanow
Barbara & David Weisel
Janyse & Bernard Weisz
Tal & Steve Widdes
Willis of Maryland, Inc.
Alane & Eugene Youngentob
Shelby, Jackie, and Amy Zitelman

Synagogues

Adas Israel Congregation
Congregation Adat Reyim
Agudas Achim Congregation
Am Kolel Retreat Center
Beth El Hebrew Congregation
Beth Sholom Congregation and  

Talmud Torah
B’nai Israel Congregation
B’nai Shalom of Olney
Congregation B’nai Tzedek
Congregation Beit Chaverim
Congregation Beth Emeth
Congregation Har Shalom
Congregation Or Chadash
Hevrat Shalom Congregation
Kehilat Shalom
Kol Shalom 
Northern Virginia Hebrew Congregation
Ohr Kodesh Congregation
Congregation Sha’are Shalom
Shaare Torah
Shaare Tefila Congregation
Temple Beth Ami
Temple B’nai Shalom
Temple Rodef Shalom
Temple Sinai
Washington Hebrew Congregation

Jewish Agency Benefactors

Charles E. Smith Life Communities	
Garden of Remembrance- 

(Gan Zikaron) Memorial Park
Jewish Community Center of  

Greater Washington	
Jewish Community Center of Northern 

Virginia
Jewish Council for the Aging
Jewish Foundation for Group Homes 	
Jewish Social Service Agency

Sponsors

above: Cindy and Rick Zitelman, winners  
of the 2013 Community Leadership Award, 
with two of their daughters
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Adas Israel Congregation
Adat Shalom Reconstructionist Con-

gregation
Agudas Achim Congregation
Alpha Omega International
Am Kolel Judaic Resource  

and Renewal Center
American Association of  

Jewish Laywers and Jurists
American Israel Cultural Foundation
American Jewish Committee
American Jewish Congress–  

National Capital Chapter
American ORT– National Capital Area
American Red Magen David for  

Israel National Headquarters
American Society for Technion–  

Israel Institute of Technology  
Washington Chapter

Anti-Defamation League- 
DC/MD/VA/NC 

Association of Child Survivors  
of the Holocaust in the  
Washington-Baltimore Area

Association of Reform Zionist  
of America-Mid-Atlantic Region

B’nai B’rith Chesapeake Bay Region 
Argo #413 
Benjamin N. Cardoza #1314 
Brotherhood #1425 
Capital Legal Council #5345 
IMPACT D.C. #5507 
John F. Kennedy #2484 
Montgomery Free State # 1499 
Wheaton/ Heritage #2138 
Old Dominion #5376 
Rossmoor #5315 
Uriah P. Levy #2392

Hillel, The Foundation for  
Jewish Campus Life 
American University 
George Mason University  
George Washington University 
University of Maryland

B’nai Israel Congregation

B’nai Israel Congregation  
Sisterhood

B’nai Shalom of Olney
Bet Mishpachah
Beth Chai
Beth El Hebrew Congregation
Beth Shalom Congregation  

and Talmud Torah
Beth Shalom Congregation Temple  

of Fredericksburg
Beth Torah Congregation
Bethesda Jewish Congregation
Brit Tzedek v’Shalom
Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School
Charles E. Smith Life Communities
Chesapeake Area  

Reconstructionist Council
Congregation Beth El  

Montgomery County
Congregation Beth Emeth
Congregation Etz Hayim
Congregation Etz Hayim Sisterhood
Congregation Har Shalom
Congregation Har Tzeon- 

Agudath Achim
Congregation Olam Tikvah
Council of Area Reform Presidents 
Ezras Israel Congregation of Rockville
Fabrangen
Garden of Remembrance  

Memorial Park
Generation After (The)
Gesher Jewish Day School  

of Northern Virginia
Hadassah,
	 The Women’s Zionist  

Organization of America 
Greater Washington Area Chapter 
Northern Virginia Chapter 
Potomac Chapter

Hebrew Day Institute
Hebrew Free Burial Society
Jewish Community Center  

of Greater Washington
Jewish Community Center  

of Northern Virginia
Jewish Council for the Aging  

of Greater Washington, Inc.
Jewish Foundation for Group Homes
Jewish Genealogy Society  

of Greater Washington
Jewish Historical Society  

of Greater Washington
Jewish Holocaust Survivors and 

Friends of Greater Washington
Jewish Labor Committee–  

Washington, D.C. Chapter
Jewish National Fund of  

Greater Washington
Jewish Primary Day School  

of the Nation’s Capital
Jewish Residents of Leisure World
Jewish Social Service Agency
Jewish War Veterans
Jewish Women International
Jews United for Justice
Kehilat Shalom

Kesher Israel Congregation
Kol Shalom Congregation
Labor Zionist Alliance  

Washington Chapter
Machar
Magen David Sephardic Congregation
Na’amat USA– 

Greater Washington Council
National Council of Jewish Women 

Montgomery County Section 
Northern Viginia Section 
Washington, D.C. Section

National Capital Tay-Sachs Foundation
Ner Shalom Congregation
Nevey Shalom Jewish  

Congregation of Belair
Northern Virginia Hebrew Congregation
Ohev Shalom Talmud  

Torah Congregation
Ohr Kodesh Congregation
Oseh Shalom 
Partnership for Jewish Life  

and Learning
Reconstructionist Havurah  

of Greater Washinton
Service Guild of Washington
Shaare Tefila Congregation
Shaare Torah 
Silver Spring Jewish Center
Temple B’nai Shalom
Temple Beth Ami
Temple Emanuel
Temple Micah
Temple Rodef Shalom
Temple Shalom
Temple Sinai
Temple Sinai Brotherhood
Temple Solel
Tifereth Israel Congregation
Tikvat Israel Congregation
United Synagogue of Conservative 

Judaism-Seaboard Region
Union for Reform Judaism–  

Mid Atlantic Region
Washington Board of Rabbis
Washington D.C. Jewish  

Community Center
Washington Hebrew Congregation 
Washington Hebrew  

Congregation Sisterhood
Women’s American ORT
Women’s International  

Zionist Organization
Woodside Synagogue– 

Ahavas Torah
Workmen’s Circle–Branch 92/494
Yeshiva of Greater Washington 
Yiddish of Greater Washington
Young Israel Shomrai Emunah  

Congregation
Zionist Organization of America–  

Louis D. Brandeis District

Constituent Organizations

top to bottom: Carol and Gary Berman, winners 
of the 2013 Breslau-Goldman Award, presented  
by Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt

The Breslau and Goldman Families being honored 
as the Founding Families of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Greater Washington at the  
75th Anniversary Gala

75th Anniversary Gala Co-Chairs Margie and  
Ron Glancz and Karyn and Stuart Tauber

.
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Board of Directors
Ruth Baker-Battist
Ira Bartfield
Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein
Jerome Chapman
Bahnam Dayanim
William Dockser
Alyssa Dortort
Jack Edlow
Robert Epstein
Debra Feuer
Judith Flippen-Anderson
Mennachem Gottlieb
Ralph Grunewald
Peter Haas
Sheldon Klein
Rebecca Krasnegor
Ken Levine
Lucky Malamut
Rabbi Avis Miller
Gerson Panitch
Ronald Paul, M.D.
Rabbi Mindy Portnoy
Thorn Pozen
Daniel Prywes
Edward Rehfeld
Shoshana Reimer
Joan Sacarob
Rabbi Arnold Saltzman
Frederick Shapiro
Irving Shapiro
Michael Eric Siegel
Gerald Sommer
Steven David Stone
Stuart Tauber
Julia Weller
Eugene Youngentob

Past Presidents
Dr. Harvey H. Ammerman*
Albert E. Arent*
Douglas M. Bloomfield
Rabbi Isadore Breslau*
Phyllis Frank*
Stephen N. Gell
Ronald Glancz
Aaron Goldman*
Hymen Goldman*
Norman Goldstein
Louis C. Grossberg*
Sophie R. Hoffman
Helene Karpa
Hon. Peter B. Krauser
Judge William C. Levy*
Nathan Lewin
Rabbi Jack Luxemburg
Richard K. Lyon*
Rabbi Solomon Metz*
Harvey Reiter 
Elaine Senter
Jack A. Serber
Bert Silver
Andrew Stern
Marcia Weinberg
Susan Weinberg 
Bernard S. White*
Seymour D. Wolf*
Joel D. Wolfsohn*

*z”l, of blessed memory”

JCRC Executive 
Committee
Joseph Sandler 

President
Cookie Hymer Blitz 

Vice President
Michael Friedman 

Vice President
Erwin Groner 

Vice President
Barbara Zakheim 

Treasurer
Sam Kaplan 

Financial Secretary
Miriam Galston 

Recording Secretary
Harvey Reiter  

Immediate Past President
Ronald Halber 

Executive Director

JCRC Staff
Steve Adelberg 

Educational Outreach Associate
Karen Paikin Barall 

Director of Maryland Government  
& Community Relations

Debra Gold Linick 
Director for D.C. & Northern Virginia

Julie Greenwald 
Executive/Program Assistant

Nirma Medrano  
Office Manager/Senior  
Administrative Assistant

Arielle Poleg 
Director of Israel Action Center  
& International Affairs

Alexis Schwartz 
Israel Action Center Program  
Associate

 Rabbi Batya Steinlauf 
Director of Social Justice and 
Interfaith Initiatives

Executive Committee, Board of Directors, Staff

top to bottom: Jewish Community Relations 
Council of Greater Washington President Joe Sandler	

Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater 
Washington Executive Director Ron Halber speaks 
with Washington D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray at the  
75th Anniversary Gala

.
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